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Fairbanks Curling Club * Established in 1905 * Oldest organized sport in town * December 2003
In this issue…..

· Get ready now for 18th Annual Rookie Spiel

· Fall Draw schedule update 

· Spring Draw just around the corner

· Spring Draw Card enclosed

· Participate in New Year's Competitive Spiel

· Curling to be featured in KTVF broadcast

· Elementary School Challenge January 19

· Lions Challenge Spiel January 24

· Practice makes perfect!

18th Annual Rookie Spiel Slated for January 10-11

The Fairbanks Curling Club proudly presents our 18th Annual Rookie Spiel, January 10-11, 2004. Plan now to participate in this outrageously fun event.

Each team must have at least two "rookies." A "rookie" is a first-year curler, former curler, Little Rocker or non-curler. Experienced curlers are encouraged to try a new position. The cost, which includes meals and a t-shirt, is $25 per person or $10 per student. Sign up as teams or individuals. There is a 32-team limit with a three-game guarantee. Prizes will be awarded for first and second places in each of three events. Absolutely no stacked teams will be allowed! The Committee reserves the right to handicap if necessary. Signup deadline is January 7 at 7 p.m. Call Rookie Spiel Chairman Pete Sandberg at 479-7413 to register.

The Rookie Spiel schedule is as follows:

Wednesday, Jan. 7,  7 p.m.: Signup Deadline.

Thursday, Jan. 8: Skips notified of first game time.    (Skips will need to call their teammates.)

Saturday, Jan. 10: Curling from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m. (Last draw begins at 9 p.m.). Six-end games.

Sunday, Jan. 11: Curling from noon to 6 p.m. (Last draw begins at 4:30 p.m.). Four-end games. Awards Ceremony at 5:30 p.m.

Don't Forget!

Spring Draw Cards Due January 3

Draw cards for the upcoming Spring Draw are due Saturday, January 3, 2004. The Spring Draw begins Monday, January 12. 

The Draw Committee puts a lot of work into setting up the schedule. In an ideal world, there would be a full 12 teams per league, but that is often not the case. Curlers sign up in various forms. They may sign up as individuals, with a friend, or as a whole team.  Some people sign up and forget to mark which night they want to curl. Some have curled for years but are on vacation and forget to fill out a draw card. Some only want to curl a specific position. Some sign up for multiple nights on one card. Some teams aren’t sure if their teammate filled out a card, so they fill out a duplicate. Some are in a hurry and it is a challenge to read their writing. And of course, some of us wait until the last minute to turn in our card, and then wonder why the schedule isn't posted the next day.

After receiving the bulk of the draw cards, Ethan Birkholz goes to work. After sorting the cards into nights and leagues, he starts to analyze them. He fills out teams while at the same time leaving a couple spots available in case someone calls at the last minute. If he has an odd number of teams, he tries to find four more curlers so there won’t be a bye. He then puts the information into a readable format to be posted on the club bulletin board and web page. This is done between work, sleep and other commitments. At the same time, it is fun and rewarding to help on the Draw Committee or he wouldn’t keep doing it. If you have questions or are interested in helping, contact Ethan Birkholz at 479-5996 or ebirkholz@gci.net.
The Spring Draw descriptions and draw card are enclosed. Please put your draw cards in the mailbox located downstairs behind sheet 3 by January 3. 

Fall Draw Continues in January

The Fall Draw runs through Friday, December 19, followed by a break for the holidays. The Fall Draw then resumes on Monday, January 5, and ends January 9.

Join New Year's Competitive Spiel

The New Year's Competitive Spiel will be held December 27 and 28, 2003. Sign up as individuals only. Individuals will be grouped based upon experience, and teams will be formed to provide the best balance for competition. The $20/person entry fee will be shared among the top four winning teams.

An impromptu Christmas Competetive Spiel was held last year with great success and we were asked to put together another holiday spiel this year. For more information, contact Ethan Birkholz at 479-5996 or ebirkholz@gci.net
Watch World-Class Curling on KTVF, December 13-14

NEW YORK, N.Y. — NBC Sports will broadcast a winter sports festival, titled "Verizon ICE 2003." KTVF Channel 11 will carry the two-part program on Saturday and Sunday, December 13 and 14, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. both dates.

The national broadcasts will feature some of the stars of the 2002 Olympics along with curling, the cult hit of last year’s Salt Lake Games. 
Each 90-minute show will feature U.S. athletes taking on the World. The curling competition will originate from The Continental Cup, featuring a North American squad taking on Team World in a Ryder Cup-like format. In a unique twist, USA's Debbie McCormick squad will be teamed with the Colleen Jones foursome of Canada, the very team the Americans defeated in April to win USA’s first-ever women’s World Curling Championships.


FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB

SPRING 2004 DRAW CARD

Circle only one.  Please complete a separate card for each night.

ALL CURLERS ARE REQUIRED TO BE MEMBERS OF THE CLUB AND PAY ICE FEES

Information about membership and fees is available at the club, or at www.curlfairbanks.org

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Fun League
Family League
Dinner League
Picked League
Friday League

No Fee
No Fee
$40/per person
$50
No Fee

7:00 PM
6:00 PM
5:45 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM








Fun League
Limit 13 teams




No fee





7:00 PM




Individual__________________Hm Ph_______________Wk Ph______________email__________________

Preferred Position__________________________________________________________________________

Team Name_______________________________________________________________________________

Skip________________________________________Hm Ph_______________Wk Ph___________________

Team Members____________________________________________________________________________

If you wish to curl on a particular night/league but don’t have a team, occasionally there are openings for individuals who will be placed on a team where space is available.

SPRING 2004 DRAW DESCRIPTIONS

MONDAY AND TUESDAY
FUN LEAGUE  - 7:00 pm 

Sign up as individuals or as a team for these leagues. Instruction is a key part of these draws, with an emphasis on helping new curlers improve and just have FUN! These are good nights for returning curlers to experience new positions and share talents with beginning curlers. Since we want to make this a good experience for any new curlers, the Draw Committee suggests not overloading the team with inexperience. We recommend two experienced curlers with one or more years of experience.  The Draw Committee will form teams with balance in mind. 

Night Manager - TBA

TUESDAY FAMILY CURLING

FAMILY LEAGUE 6:00 – 8:00 pm

The goal of this league is for families to have early, sometimes shorted games, so that the kids get home at a decent hour during the school week.  We hope this will attract pre-teens and noncompetitive Juniors.  Signup as individuals or pairs.  No stacked teams allowed.  Players must be club members. 

League Manager: Cathy Persinger 479-2095

WEDNESDAY
DINNER LEAGUE - 5:45 pm

This is an evening of SOCIAL curling. Sign up early as a team, couple, or individuals as this night is in very high demand! Only 13 teams will be accepted. Each week, one team will receive a bye and this team will prepare dinner for the others. Dinner is served after all teams are done curling, usually around 8 - 8:30 pm.

FEE - $40.00 per curler to cover the cost of all the meals.

Night Manager - TBA

THURSDAY

PICKED LEAGUE - 7:00 pm

Sign up as teams only. The picked league is competitive but also intended to be more social and provide an opportunity to play with fellow members. There is no restriction on the make-up of the teams. 

FEE - $50.00 per team - returned as prize money!

Night Manager - TBA
FRIDAY

FRIDAY LEAGUE - 7:00 pm

Sign up as teams or as an individual and we will place you on a team.  There is no restriction on the make-up of the teams other than team players must be members of the club.

Night Manager - TBA
Draw Chairman: Ethan Birkholz  479-5996  or  EBIRKHOLZ@GCI.NET

Lions Challenge Spiel January 24

Mark your calendars!  The Curling Lions are hosting the long awaited Lions Challenge Curling Bonspiel on Saturday, January 24, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  The word “Bonspiel,” a Canadian or Scottish term, means “… a tournament or match, especially curling.”  It is said the shortened word “spiel” means “to party!”

Curlers will arrive at 10 a.m. to receive some personal instruction in the sport of curling. Depending on how many teams we put on the ice, we expect to play 4-ender or 6-ender games, which take an hour or so.  Playoff games may be 8-enders, up to two hours on the ice.  Refreshing!

Following the Bonspiel, there will be a free “Fun Night” with prizes and food prepared by the famous Curling Lions cooking team.  The cost to curl in this event is $10 per person, which includes a lip- smacking dinner.  Not curling but want to hang out and eat and have fun?  Dinner is yours for $10, the rest is free!  A no host bar will be open throughout the day and into the evening.

You don’t have to be a Lion to curl in this event, so let’s talk it up and be a part of Lions having fun together, and show new curlers the ropes (ice?). Children are welcome, but will need to be accompanied by an adult when in the Trophy Room.  There is a warm viewing area downstairs for the kids while you’re on the ice, if they are not curling with you.  Bring your own team or come as an individual, and we’ll get you onto a team.  No kidding!

Contact any Fairbanks Curling Lion, or call Denny Thies at 456-4414, or Peggy Martin at 452-3984, for more information on how you can have some fun in January, and support the Lions who support our community.

Elementary School Challenge January 19

The recent week-long Youth Curling Camps have aroused a lot of interest within the elementary schools, and have resulted in new members, both 

students and their parents.  

To keep the momentum going, and to promote a vision for a city-wide Elementary School Championship during our Centennial season 2004-2005, the Fairbanks Curling Club will offer an Elementary School Challenge on January 19.  On that Monday, students are out of school for a teacher in-service day.

Sign up as a team or individual.  Schools will be encouraged to organize teams now, and use the December holidays to practice.  Contact Peggy Martin at 452-3984 for more information.

Practice, Practice, Practice! Instruction Available Over Holiday

Do you need to improve your skills as an individual or team?  Is there a new curler on your team who would benefit from on-the-ice instruction?  Need to practice before the spring league begins or before the Rookie Spiel?  Well, here’s your opportunity to take advantage of open ice time, with or without instruction.

Although a club member can always come to the club to practice, not everyone knows how to get in, even with the combination (you need to give a little nudge with your foot at the bottom of the door), or where the lights are located.  For several days around the holidays there will be a “host” available from 1-5 p.m. to make sure you don’t have to worry about those details!

Bonus!  There will be informal training, formal instruction, and most likely there will be some experienced curlers around to answer questions, (since many competitive teams will be, you guessed it, practicing!)  See the schedule below for more information.

December 19, 1-5 p.m.: Informal Training.

December 29-31, 1-5 p.m.: Open Ice.

January 1, 1-5 p.m.: Formal Instruction.

January 2, 1-5 p.m.: Open Ice.



FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB

452-2875 (curl)

www.curlfairbanks.org

Officers:
President:

Peter Lundquist (term 2005)

456-4595 (home)

drac@acsalaska.net

Secretary:

Larry Crouder (term 2004)

452-6500 (home)

lcrouder@gci.net


Treasurer:

Sandy Richards

452-6637 (home)

gsrichards@gci.net

Directors:

Don Callahan (term 2004)

479-2678 (home)

caltec@mosquitonet.com

Larry Ehnert (term 2006)

452-5403 (home)

lehnert@northstar.k12.ak.us

John Hufman (term 2006)

452-3238 (home)

bkjk@gvea.net


Rocky Janiro (term 2004)

455-6862 (home)

rockyj@mosquitonet.com

David Jager (term 2006)

456-5593 (home)

dwjager@netscape.net

Willi Lundquist (term 2005)

456-2584 (home)

wlundquist@gci.net

Dale Springer (term 2005)

488-7566 (home)

dspringer@mosquitonet.com

Fairbanks Curling Club's Hospitality is Praised
Fairbanks curler Bill Gryder received an e-mail recently from Kevin Birr, who participated in last month's Yukon Title Curling Classic.

Kevin wrote, "I just wanted to thank you for the great spiel. We really enjoyed it…Thanks again, and please pass it on to all of the club members. We always feel at home in any club, but you guys did a superior job, from the hotel to the restaurants, to the club. Our lead hasn't stopped talking about it yet..."

Junior Teams Play Down

The Fairbanks Curling Club is proud to have a total of six Junior teams playing down to represent Alaska at the National Championships.

The three Boys teams are: Steven Birklid (skip), Tom Kent (Anchorage), Chad Persinger and Chris Benshoof; Ian Dixon (skip), Dan Adamczak, Wayne Ashe and Brandon Hall; and  Matt Birklid (skip), Peter Kramer, Patrick Gamble and Atticus Wallace.

The three Girls teams are: Jessica Schulz (skip – Anchorage), Liz Ziegler, Kelly Snider and Kay Hufman; Jenny Taylor (skip), Becca Gryder, Meredith Hazen and Tressa Shuttleworth; and Vicky Persinger (skip), Paige Sinicrope, Hailey Hill and Taisha Steuer.

Newsletter Submissions

If you have information that you would like to see published in the Bear Facts Newsletter, contact Angie Schmidt at fsajs4@uaf.edu or 455-4151. 
Curling Calendar

December

15       Signup deadline for Men’s and Women’s

           Playdowns.

22- Jan 4   Holiday Break. No League play.

27-28    New Year's Competitive Spiel

January

3          Spring Draw Cards Due

2-4      Junior Playdowns for Nationals (Fairbanks)

5-9      Fall League playoffs. Fall Draw ends.

7          Sign-up Deadline for Rookie Spiel, 7 p.m.

10-11   18th Annual Rookie Spiel

12        Spring Draw Begins

17-18   Men's & Women's Regional Playdowns

            Playdowns for Youth Arctic Winter Games

19 Elementary School Challenge

24        Lions Challenge Spiel

February

20-22   Mixed State Championship (Fairbanks)

March

25-28   Whitehorse International Bonspiel

April

1-4   69th Annual International Bonspiel
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Return Service Requested

Support our sponsors for their continued support of the oldest sport in Fairbanks

Scoreboards: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( E. M. (Ted) Cox ( Gene’s Chrysler ( Jackovich Industrial & Commercial Supply ( Wedbush Morgan Securities Inc.

Sign in Ice: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( Jackovich Industrial & Commercial Supply ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Sourdough Fuel ( Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation ( Fairbanks Youth Sports ( Mt. McKinley Mutual Savings Bank ( Pacific Rim Geological Consulting ( Spenard Builders Supply ( Walsh, Kelliher & Sharp ( Yukon Title Company, Inc.

Wall Sign: Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Sourdough Fuel ( Arctic Fire & Safety ( Aurora Energy ( Curling Lions ( Denali State Bank ( Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Denali Center Rehabilitation Training Center ( ECS Computer ( El Sombrero ( Equinox Physical Therapy ( Fairbanks Title Agency, Inc. ( Grasle & Associates ( Interior Mini Storage ( Key Bank ( Northern Lights Travel ( Petro Star, Inc. (  Robert Fox Realty ( Sourdough Express ( Stutzmann Engineering ( Wedbush Morgan Securities, Inc. 

For advertising information, contact Larry Burke at 479-4928 or Ted Cox at 456-2222. 

Visit our website:www. curlfairbanks.org





















2

