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Fairbanks Curling Club * Established in 1905 * Oldest organized sport in town * November 2003
In this issue…..

· Yukon Title Classic outcome and thank-yous 

· Youth curling programs gain strength

· Upcoming spiel updates

· Fairbanks curling films sought

· Cash raffle tickets on sale now

· Key cards now available

· Holiday decorators needed

· Other useful news

Canadian Ryan Express takes Yukon Title Classic

The Ryan Express, skipped by Pat Ryan of British Columbia, rumbled undefeated to victory at the Yukon Title Curling Classic. The classic, held each year in Fairbanks, is the richest bonspiel in the United States. Ryan teamed with fellow British Columbians Rick Sawatsky (lead), Kevin MacKenzie (second) and Jim Cotter (third). Their 10-3 defeat of the Pat Paslawski Rink of Whitehorse was the seventh win of the weekend for the Ryan Express and allowed them to claim the Yukon Title Curling Classic championship and a $6,000 winning prize.

The Paslawski rink, whose only two losses in the tournament came against the Ryan Rink, walked home with second place and $3,500. Tying for third place were the Paul Cowan rink of Whitehorse and the Brady Clark rink of Washington. Each team received $1,500. Rinks led by Chad Cowan (Whitehorse), Todd Birr (Minnesota), Dave Hill (Anchorage) and Curtis Prosko (Whitehorse) advanced, but were bumped out of play in the quarterfinal round to win $1,000 each.

This is the second year that the Ryan Express has participated in the Fairbanks classic. Last year they were defeated in the quarterfinals by the Chad Cowan rink. As a skip, Pat Ryan has led teams to three Canadian national titles and two world championships. During his stay in Fairbanks, he led a youth curling clinic at the Fairbanks Curling Club.

Don't Miss Out on Fun New Year's Competitive Spiel, December 27-28 

Are you itching to curl in a fun yet competitive spiel? Everybody is welcome to participate in the New Year's Competitive Spiel on December 27 and 28, at the Fairbanks Curling Club. Sign up as individuals only. Individuals will be grouped based upon experience, and teams will be formed to provide the best balance for competition. There will be a $20 per person entry fee, which will be split among the top four winning teams.

Last year, an impromptu Christmas Competitive Spiel drew 40 individuals, including many newer curlers. Individuals were grouped based on experience and 10 teams were formed to provide the best balance for competition. The spiel was a resounding success, and so we were asked to do another holiday spiel this year.

The 2002 Christmas Competitive Spiel winners were: 1st Place - Ethan Birkholz, Lisa Curnow, Doug Lammers & Glen Claypool; 2nd Place - Roger Moore, Burt Mittman, John Hufman & Jim Manning; 3rd Place - Ron Birklid, Matt Taylor & Dave Boyd; and 4th Place - Denny Thies, Bob Karlen, Don Callahan & Jenny Taylor.

For more information about the New Year's Competitive Spiel, contact: Ethan Birkholz at 479-5996 or ebirkholz@gci.net, or Bob Karlen at 456-3822.
Longtime Curlers Remembered

The Fairbanks curling community mourns the passing of two great curling supporters and longtime club members, Ruth Burnett and Ed Krivak.

18th Annual Rookie Spiel slated for January 10-11

Start gathering team members for the 18th Annual Rookie Spiel, scheduled for January 10 -11, 2004. Each team must have at least two "rookies" (first year curler, former curler or non-curler). Sign-up is now posted on the club bulletin board at the curling club. For more information, contact Pete Sandberg at 479-7413, or check the upcoming December newsletter. 

Cash Raffle Tickets Going Fast, $10,000 Grand Prize

As in the past few years, the Fairbanks Curling Club is sponsoring a big money raffle as a major funding drive for the club.  If you are a new curler or have forgotten the specifics of the drawing, pay attention to this:  There are only 250 tickets available for this drawing.  Tickets are $100 each. All of the tickets must be sold so that the drawing process can go forward. All purchasers of the tickets will receive a free prime rib dinner for one or two, to be served at the club at 6 p.m. on the night of the drawing.  The drawing is scheduled for the evening of  February 21, 2004, during the Mixed State Championships. All the tickets will be pulled out in succession, and a prize will be awarded to every twenty-fifth ticket as follows:  

1st ticket drawn
$100

25th ticket drawn
$150

50th ticket drawn
$250

75th ticket drawn 
$150

100th ticket drawn
$300

125th ticket drawn
$250

150th ticket drawn
$200  

175th ticket drawn
$250

200th ticket drawn
$300

225th ticket drawn
$200

249th ticket drawn
$350

250th ticket drawn
$10,000

Over half of the tickets have been distributed for sale, and the tickets are going fast.  Don’t wait until the last minute to participate in this drawing. Sixty percent of the proceeds go to the prizes, the grand prize, and the dinner.  The remainder goes to help fund the operation of our fabulous club.  

If you would like to help sell tickets, please contact Larry Crouder at 452-6500, or grab him at the club.

Wanted: Fairbanks Curling Films 

People who attended the Yukon Title Curling Classic were treated to continuous showings of a video titled "Fairbanks Curling, the Early Years," featuring  Fairbanks curlers from the 1930s through the 1950s in action.

The film clips for this 7-minute silent video were compiled by local sports enthusiast Randy Zarnke using film footage obtained from the Alaska Film Archives at the University of Alaska Fairbanks.

If you have any old films of curling in Alaska that you would like to share with others, the Alaska Film Archives would like to hear from you. Over the past 30 years, the local university has built the largest collection of archival films in and about Alaska. These materials are maintained in the Alaska Film Archives. The goals of the archives are to collect film pertaining to Alaska through donation, document the date and activities of each film,  make copies of each film available for viewing, and store original materials in a newly-constructed and environmentally-controlled media vault. For more information, contact film archivist Dirk Tordoff or archivist/curler Angie Schmidt at the Alaska Film Archives, 474-5357.

If you have film or video footage which you do not wish to donate to the university, but which you would like to share with the club, please contact Club Historian Pat Fox at 457-2583 or foxes@alaska.net

Got Gear?

A reminder to all club members: Members are expected to own their personal brooms and sliders. These items may be purchased at the club's bar.

Lockers Available

Club lockers are available for rent. Contact Sandy Richards at 452-6637 or gsrichards@gci.net

Youth Committee News

The Fairbanks Curling Club Youth Steering Committee met on November 8th with 21 club members in attendance. The Youth Steering Committee is tasked with oversight of all youth curling programs within the community. Club youth programs include Little Rockers for Saturday morning beginners, New Teen Challenge  for Saturday  intermediate skill-building, Family League for families on Tuesdays at 6pm, Recreational Juniors and Competitive Juniors. 

The Juniors will represent Alaska this year at the Nationals and the Arctic Winter Games. Anchorage has only a couple of Juniors now at their club, which creates a need for the Fairbanks Curling Club to field a second team of boys and girls in order to maintain our Alaska berth to national competition.

Youth curlers raised $640 from a 50/50 fundraising effort during the Yukon Title Curling Classic. Watch for a quilt raffle in the near future.  More information about youth curling will be available soon on the club website and club bulletin boards.  

There continues to be lots of enthusiasm, opportunities and challenges this year in youth programs. Thanks to all the youth and family who attended the Youth Steering Committee meeting, demonstrating a commitment to growing our programs and maximizing our resources through both fund-raising and volunteering. Thank you to all club members for your support and encouragement. The next Youth Steering Committee meeting will be held December 1st at 6pm. Interested members are encouraged to attend.

Submitted by: Cathy Persinger

(contact at: 479-2095 or cathyp@alaska.net)

Enter the Elementary School Challenge, January 19 

The Elementary School Challenge will be held at the Fairbanks Curling Club on January 19, 2004. All elementary school students are invited to participate. Students are encouraged to organize by school. Practice times will be available during the Christmas holiday and will soon be posted on the club bulletin board and the website. For more information, call Peggy Martin at 451-0435.

Young Curlers Rock On at Clinic 

A recent youth clinic led by two-time world champion curling celebrity Pat Ryan attracted 18 youth, thanks to contributions from the Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation. The kids were thrilled and attentive while Pat and his teammates provided one-on-one instruction.  The lessons learned will help the Fairbanks Curling Club expand its youth programs.

Youth Camp Draws New Curlers

Forty-eight prospective curlers attended the Youth Rec Camp, held in late October during the local schools' early dismissal for parent-teacher conferences.  Campers, ages 5-12, learned curling and other club room activities during five consecutive afternoons. This was a partnership by the Fairbanks Curling Club with the Curling Lions and the Interior Alaska Cancer Association. Thanks to the dozens of club members who helped the kids learn about curling, its customs and our club.  Special thanks to rookie curlers Wayne Ashe, Lenna Jadke, Kristi Scullion and Rex Nutter, and to the many Juniors who helped.  We did gain some more club members from this event and plan to do it again in February during the Spring parent-teacher conference week. For further information, contact Cathy Persinger at 479-2095 or by e-mail at cathyp@alaska.net
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Join in Mixed State Competition

Do you want to increase your enjoyment of curling and meet lots of people from all around the country?  Then start forming your mixed team to compete in the Mixed State Championship during the third weekend of February at the Fairbanks Curling Club.  

Alaska has historically done well at the Mixed National Competitions that are held at various clubs from Seattle to Boston.  In the early 1990s, a team from Anchorage played in the finals but unfortunately lost. In the past five years, a team from Fairbanks has been in the quarterfinals four times.  Last year our team of Annie Burns (lead), Larry Crouder (second), Lisa Curnow (third), and Dennis Thies (skip) advanced to the finals after beating their good friend but perpetual nemesis, North Dakota, in the quarterfinals.  They brought home the silver medal.

The Thies team has elected not to play together this year, ending a reign of five years, and leaving a great opportunity for another team from our club to win State and go on to the Mixed National Championships in Mankato, Minnesota in mid-March.

Don’t miss a shot at playing in a national competition that is a load of fun and is one that a local team can win.
Thanks to Volunteers and Sponsors 

An impressive effort was put forward by dozens of volunteers who pulled together to host Alaska's most prestigious curling event, the 2003 Yukon Title Curling Classic. Thanks to club volunteers who worked hundreds of hours to make the curling classic a big success. Ken Persinger, chair of the event, would like to send special thank-yous  out to the following:

· Ice by the Fox family and Roger Moore, et.al.
· Registration by Leland Rich
· Kitchen crew led by Paul Misterek, Pat Fox and Scott Dicks
· Steak Night headed by Dale Springer and Tom Mackin
· Club treasurer team of Jerry & Sandy Richards
The Fairbanks Curling Club would also like to thank the sponsors of the 2003 Yukon Title Curling Classic:

Ken Murray Insurance
Grasle & Associates, Inc.
Inland Petro Services, Inc.
Fairbanks Fuel
Interior Mini-Storage
Great Northwest Inc.
Stutzmann Engineering
Gavora's, Inc.
Western Mechanical
Arctic Fire & Safety
ECS Computer Systems
University Chevron
Moore Business Forms
Twigs Alaskan Gifts
Advanced Pain Centers of Alaska
State Farm Jim Bradbury
Allstate-Cole Hollister/Terri Wolters Jackovich Industrial
Alaska Rubber & Rigging
Sourdough Express
Dollar Rent-A-Car
Regency Fairbanks Hotel
Yukon Title Agency
Welcome New Curlers

The following people are among those who have recently joined the Fairbanks Curling Club. Please give them a hearty welcome! 

Frank Abegg, Dan Adamczak, Michael Atkins, Jill Brandt, Matthew Brodie, Michael Conner, Jennifer DeWeese , Terry A. Dowdy, Bruce Duvlea, Patty Duvlea, Shauna Guinn, Justin Hannah, Lenna Jadke, Todd Jones, Janet Kirk, Jason Lammers, Jackie Laurencelle, Virginia MacDonald, Ann McIntyre, Rex Nutter, Alice Palen, Jimmy Parrish, Genie Permenter, Ramona Repaczki, Alex Richter, Jeff Riley, Anita Rosas, Matthew Rudig, Shannen Seversen, Shannon Staiger, Kelly Rae Snider, MacKenzie Staiger, Cullen Wallace, Walter Watts Jr., Chelsey Wilks, Phil Yarbrough, Greg Zevely.


FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB

452-2875 (curl)

www.curlfairbanks.org

Officers:
President:

Peter Lundquist (term 2005)

456-4595 (home)

drac@acsalaska.net

Secretary:

Larry Crouder (term 2004)

452-6500 (home)

lcrouder@gci.net


Treasurer:

Sandy Richards

452-6637 (home)

gsrichards@gci.net

Directors:

Don Callahan (term 2004)

479-2678 (home)

caltec@mosquitonet.com

Larry Ehnert (term 2006)

452-5403 (home)

lehnert@northstar.k12.ak.us

John Hufman (term 2006)

452-3238 (home)

bkjk@gvea.net


Rocky Janiro (term 2004)

455-6862 (home)

rockyj@mosquitonet.com

David Jager (term 2006)

456-5593 (home)

dwjager@netscape.net

Willi Lundquist (term 2005)

456-2584 (home)

wlundquist@gci.net

Dale Springer (term 2005)

488-7566 (home)

dspringer@mosquitonet.com

Member Key Cards Available

New key cards that allow for entry to the Trophy Room are available to all members who have paid their dues. Key cards change color each year. The new cards are red. Toss the old blue ones. The code for the front door of the club is on the back of the card. The cards can be picked up behind the bar upstairs anytime that the bar is open.

Dues Reminder

A reminder from Club President Pete Lundquist to all curlers who have not yet paid: all dues and ice fees need to be paid before you curl next. Skips should check to make sure that all their team members have paid. Lists are posted on the board alongside the nightly schedules that show which members have not yet paid their fees. On the back of the member sign-up form is also a liability waiver that must be signed before you curl again. Forms are available downstairs. Forms and payments can be dropped off in the drop box downstairs on the wall directly behind sheet three.

Missing Bowls

Several large plastic and stainless steel mixing bowls are missing from the club kitchen. If you or someone you know has borrowed them, the kitchen volunteers would appreciate your assistance in returning them to the club.

Seeking: Holiday Decorators

Lisa Curnow is seeking volunteers to help decorate the club for the holidays. If you have a flair for decorating, please contact Lisa at 452-5778 or lcurnow@fairbankstitle.com

Newsletter Submissions

If you have information that you would like to see published in the Bear Facts Newsletter, please email Angie Schmidt at fsajs4@uaf.edu or call 455-4151. Thanks!!

Curling Calendar

November

27   Thanksgiving. No Thursday/Friday League.

December

22- Jan 2   Holiday Break. No League play.

January

3-4      Junior Playdowns for Nationals (Fairbanks)

5-9       League playoffs. Fall Draw ends.

10-11   18th Annual Rookie Spiel

16-18   Men's & Women's Regional Playdowns

            (Anchorage)

19        Elementary School Challenge

February

20-22   Mixed State Championship (Fairbanks)

March

25-28   Whitehorse International Bonspiel

April

1-4   69th Annual International Bonspiel
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Return Service Requested

Support our sponsors for their continued support of the oldest sport in Fairbanks

Scoreboards: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( E. M. (Ted) Cox ( Gene’s Chrysler ( Jackovich Industrial & Commercial Supply ( Wedbush Morgan Securities Inc.

Sign in Ice: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( Jackovich Industrial & Commercial Supply ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Sourdough Fuel ( Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation ( Fairbanks Youth Sports ( Mt. McKinley Mutual Savings Bank ( Pacific Rim Geological Consulting ( Spenard Builders Supply ( Walsh, Kelliher & Sharp ( Yukon Title 

Wall Sign: Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Sourdough Fuel ( Arctic Fire & Safety ( Aurora Energy ( Curling Lions ( Denali State Bank ( Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Denali Center Rehabilitation Training Center ( ECS Computer ( El Sombrero ( Equinox Physical Therapy ( Fairbanks Title Agency, Inc. ( Grasle & Associates ( Interior Mini Storage ( Key Bank ( Northern Lights Travel ( Petro Star, Inc. (  Robert Fox Realty ( Sourdough Express ( Stutzmann Engineering ( Wedbush Morgan Securities, Inc. 

For advertising information, contact Larry Burke at 479-4928 or Ted Cox at 456-2222. 

Visit our website:www. curlfairbanks.org
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