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 Fairbanks Curling Club Established in 1905  Celebrating our 100th year! 

In this issue…..

· Vote on smoking issue at March meeting

· Sign up soon for the Centennial Signature Event 

· Order your engraved handle before March 1

· Fairbanks curlers do well in competitions

· Thank-yous and other important news!

Annual Spring General Membership Meeting March 29

The Annual Spring General Membership Meeting will be Tuesday, March 29, at 7 pm in the Trophy Room. This is the Tuesday before the club's 70th Annual International Bonspiel. All club members should attend this important meeting if possible. New members will be elected to the Board of Directors and other club business will be conducted.
The Fairbanks Curling Club has two annual meetings of all club members. During the spring meeting, adult club members vote to elect three new board members to the nine-member Board of Directors. Each board member serves a three-year term. The Board meets once each month to direct the club operation and provide liaison to working committees. Thanks to Pete Lundquist, Willi Lundquist and Dale Springer, whose terms end in 2005.

If you are unable to attend this meeting, please complete the enclosed proxy form and give it to a club member who you know will be attending the meeting. We are an all-volunteer club and your voice is important. 

Vote on Smoking Ban at Membership Meeting
One of the more important issues to be discussed at the Annual Spring General Membership Meeting on March 29 will be the topic of smoking in the public areas of the club. At the January meeting of the Board of Directors, a resolution was passed that will put the topic of banning smoking throughout the clubhouse on the ballot for a binding vote by the club membership at the annual meeting. The downstairs area of the clubhouse is already a no-smoking area. This resolution, if passed, will ban smoking in both the upstairs (the bar area) and the downstairs (the locker room area). 
This topic has generated a lot of conversation throughout the club and this vote will determine the club policy. Please come to the annual meeting to either listen to, or participate in the debate; and then vote on this important issue. Feel free to contact any board member for more information. Their names and contact information are listed in this newsletter.

Sign up for the Centennial Signature Event before Feb. 21!  Win $2,000!!

The Fairbanks Curling Club will celebrate its Centennial Year with a special 2005 Signature Event, and you and your friends are invited to join in the fun!  The purpose of the Signature Event is to get as many people as possible to try curling and to appreciate the sport. This is a non-competitive event requiring just a couple hours of commitment to curl and introduce your friends to the sport!

The cost is $25 per person, and each participant will receive a T-shirt and the chance to win $2000 for their team. The deadline for signup is Monday, February 21. The event will be held at the club on Saturday and Sunday, March 12-13. Teams can be mixed or all male/female. Each team must have two or more people who have never curled before. Remember, the purpose of this event is to have fun!!

Team mentoring and volunteer opportunities are also available. Get sign up forms at the club or by contacting Meagan Fox at 457-2583 or meagfox@hotmail.com

Fairbanks Junior Boys at Semi Finals in National Competition

The Steve Birklid rink of Fairbanks advanced to the semi-finals of the U.S. Junior Curling Championships in early February by posting a come-from-behind victory over Utah in the final round-robin draw of the Bismarck, North Dakota, tournament.

The Birklid rink finished 6-3 in the tournament, and was tied for second place with Wisconsin 2 in the final round-robin standings. The two teams met in semifinal play, and the match between Alaska’s Birklid rink and the Wisconsin 2 team led by Cam Delaney came down to the final stone.

Alaska went for the win, but just missed. According to a press release from the tournament website, one of the Wisconsin 2 rocks jammed in the back of the house and stuck for count, giving Delaney’s team a 5-3 win. The Wisconsin 2 team went on to lose the gold medal to Minnesota in the men's competition. The new champions will represent the USA at the World Junior Curling Championships March 3-13 in Pinerolo, Italy, which will also be the site of the 2006 Olympic Winter Games.

Curling with Birklid were third Colin Hufman, who threw skip rocks, second Tom Kent, and lead Chad Persinger. Scott MacDonald was the alternate.

Fairbanks Champs Defend Title

The U.S. National Mixed Champion Steve Shuttleworth rink of Fairbanks will begin the journey toward defending their title at the Alaska State playdowns February 12-13, at the Anchorage Curling Club. Shuttleworth’s team consists of third Susan Carothers, second Peter Lundquist, and lead Cathy Floerchinger.  Challengers include the Dennis Thies rink of Fairbanks, and the Ken Traxler rink of Anchorage. Thies plays with third Lisa Curnow, second Larry Crouder, and lead Annie Burns.


The Fairbanks Curling Club is an ALL-VOLUNTEER Club. Thanks to everyone who helps make our club a wonderful place to visit and a great place to curl!

 Pacific Cup Challenge Playdowns February 19
The Pacific Cup Challenge Playdowns will be held Saturday, February 19, at the Fairbanks Curling Club. Spectators will be treated to some fine matches. Three teams will compete for two berths in the upcoming Richmond, B.C., event. Ken Persinger of Fairbanks, Roger Moore of Anchorage, and David Hill of Barrow have entered teams.

The 6th Annual Pacific International Cup will be held at the Richmond Curling Club April 13-17.

Bonspiel Season is Here!

March 31-April 3 is Fairbanks Curling Club’s 70th Annual International Bonspiel, also referred to this year as the Centennial Bonspiel.  Many former curlers are expected to join in the fun, including Bill and Connie Kind, Nancy and Cindy Mathey, Mark Mertz and Laura Richmond, Katrina Sharp, Gail Wilson, and many others.  Please extend your personal invitation to any former teammates who might enjoy the visit to Fairbanks for the bonspiel.  

Centennial Bonspiel Festivities in Fairbanks will include numerous special events, including a group photo expected to include more than 200 people.  All bonspielers are encouraged to attend for the photo.  Many helping hands will be needed.

Spring is Bonspiel season.  A curling roadtrip is more fun than adults can discuss. The Beaver Creek International Bonspiel is March 4-6. For more information, call Humphrey at 456-6578.

The Whitehorse International Bonspiel is March 24-27. For more information, check out the website at: http://www.whitehorsecurlingclub.ca/
Don’t miss the Anchorage Spring Spiel, April 15-17. For more information, go to: http://www.anchoragecurling.com/home.htm
Newsletter Submissions

If you have information for the Bear Facts Newsletter, please e-mail Angie Schmidt at fsajs4@uaf.edu or call 455-4151.

Order Handle Engravings By March 1

If you didn't know by now that you can have your name or business permanently engraved in a new blue or new yellow rock handle for $200...well then you've been living under a rock!

Of 96 new handles that the club has recently purchased, 60 have been engraved, and 10 engravings have been requested but not yet completed. This leaves 26 handles yet to be ordered and engraved. Before we sell these engraving opportunities to the community at large, we know that there are present or past club members who will regret not having one. March 1, 2005, is the cut-off date for engraving requests and payment due. All remaining handle engravings will be sold on a first come, first served, basis after that date. 

For more information, or to order an engraving, call Moira or Rex Nutter at 456-1476, or email mknutter@acsalaska.net  

Remember that, in addition to your name, the phrase "100th Anniversary 1905-2005" will be engraved on each handle.  This has been a very successful fundraiser for our club. Thanks!

Don’t Miss Your Chance to Get Centennial Memorabilia

The Centennial Committee has various types of memorabilia for sale.  See Gayle Hazen, inquire at the bar, or check the display cases downstairs at the club. Items may be purchased at the bar.

Centennial memorabilia for sale includes:  Cloissone' collectible pins, hooded sweatshirts, long-sleeved t-shirts, aprons, denim shirts, hats, and bumper stickers.

Missing Photo!

Missing from the club:  Large framed photo of 1985 National Champion Women’s Team from Fairbanks: Bev Birklid, Peggy Martin, Jerry Johansen and Katrina Sharp.  Please advise any board member of any knowledge of its recent location.

Flood Relief Thanks

Thanks to Roger Moore (volunteer icemaker extraordinaire) for post-flood housekeeping in all the downstairs closets at the club. Your efforts did not go unnoticed!

Fairbanks Experts Share Ice-making Expertise

The Anchorage Curling Club benefited by the expertise provided from our Icemakers Roger Moore and Denis Fox.  Roger & Denis traveled to Anchorage to assist new ice volunteers in making their ice maintenance routine.  Reports are in: the Anchorage ice is now terrific.

Wear Your Nametag with Pride

Every adult club member is provided with a nametag.  Please wear it with pride! Those who are making many new curling friendships are assisted to remember your name.  New curler nametags should be in by March 1.

Curling Etiquette
Curling etiquette is one of the nice traditions we have at the club. Here are some etiquette reminders:

1)  Please remember when the opposing team is in the hack, ready to throw the rock, the team they are playing against should not be moving.  If you are moving, stay far to the side of the sheet of ice, so you do not block the sight view of the house for the  thrower or sweepers.

2)  When the rocks are being counted by the thirds,  after each end, no one should be in the house except the thirds.

3)  While the game is being played, only the skip or  third should be standing behind the house

4)   Remember the courtesy of keeping your brooms  parallel with the floor when your team is not up, so your broom does not look like a target for the one who is in the hack, getting ready to throw the rock.
Congratulations to the

Fall 2004 Draw Winners!

Monday Fun Draw

1st Place - Roger Moore, Tony Karl, Connie Moore

2nd Place - Matt Taylor, Bill Wade, Dave Kramer, John Bennetto

3rd Place - Lon Kawamoto, Aaron Capone, Greg Zevely, Matt Brodie

Tuesday Fun Draw

1st Place - Margaret Rich, Karen Parish, Pat Shipman, Julie Shalvoy

2nd Place - Becky Lessley, Al Vacura, Jennifer Towler, Donna Laiti

3rd Place - Dick Morris, Kevin Huddy, Nick Morris, Amanda Plaskowski

Wednesday Dinner League

1st Place - Ken Persinger, Cathy Persinger, Michele Light, David Light

2nd Place - Dick Morris, Judy Fowler-Morris, Matt Taylor, Jenny Taylor

3rd Place - Rich Harris, Pam Harris, Rick Burns, Denny Birklid


Thursday Competitive League

1st Place Tie - Ken Persinger, Denny Thies, Larry Crouder, Larry Ehnert

1st Place Tie - Leland Rich, Dave Hufman, Chris Benshoof

3rd Place - Ron Birklid, Bill Gryder, Mike Persinger, Pete Sandberg/Chuck Gee

4th Place - John Blake, Bob Karlen, Dave Miller, Shane Burnette

Thursday Picked League

1st Place Tie - Pete Lundquist, Greg Wyman, Willi Lundquist, Greg Gustafson

2nd Place- Denny Thies, Lisa Curnow, Larry Crouder, Anne Burns

3rd Place - Larry Ehnert, Jim Bartlett, Howard Beito, Travis Stagg

4th Place - Chaz Rudig, Lon Kawamoto, Aaron Capone, Glen Claypool

Friday Night League

1st Place - Susan Carothers, Elaine Thompson – McGee, Connie Moore, Julie Shalvoy

2nd Place - Larry Ehnert, Dave Boyd, Chad Carroll, Brian Powell

3rd Place - Pam Thompson, Ardis Bourque, Janice Noll, Terri Wolters
PROXY

FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB INC.  ANNUAL MEETING

March 29, 2005

I,___________________________________________________________ being a member in good standing of the Fairbanks Curling Club, do hereby appoint ______________________________________________ of Fairbanks, Alaska, a member in good standing of said Corporation, as my proxy to attend the Annual Meeting of members of the Corporation to be held the 29 day of March 2005, at Fairbanks, Alaska, or any continuation or adjournment thereof, with full power to vote and act for me to the same extent that I might, were I personally present, giving to the said designee full power of substitution and revocation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed this instrument this ______ day of March 2005.

___________________________________

Signature of Member



  FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB

  452-2875 (curl)

  www.curlfairbanks.org
  Officers:
  President:

  Peter Lundquist (term 2005)

  456-4595 (home)

  drac@acsalaska.net

  Secretary:

  Jennifer Towler (term 2007)

  456-8148 (home)

  rjtowler@alaska.net


Treasurer:

Peggy Martin (term 2007)

452-3984 (home)

akhouse@alaska.com 

Directors:

Vice-President

Reid Jeglum (term 2007)

456-1119 (home)

reid@jeglum.com

Larry Ehnert (term 2006)

452-5403 (home)

lehnert@northstar.k12.ak.us


Leland Rich (term 2006)

452-5403 (home)

leland@ecsalaska.com

David Jager (term 2006)

456-5593 (home)

dwjager@netscape.net

Willi Lundquist (term 2005)

456-2584 (home)

wlundquist@gci.net

Dale Springer (term 2005)

488-7566 (home)

dspringer@mosquitonet.com

Janice Noll (term 2007)

488-3020 (home)

jnoll@northstar.k12.ak.us

Centennial Kick-off Party Thanks

The Kick-off Party held January 8 was a huge success thanks to many people: Cathy Persinger for providing valuable addresses, Roger Moore for many hours of snow removal during the heavy snow week  (the parking lot looked great!), Ron and Matt Birklid for monitoring the parking lot, and Lacy and Ron Birklid for the centennial light display. Thanks to Gary and Marceile Birklid for arranging the wonderful food provided by Dave Shaeffer and the Elks, and also for arranging the awesome band, “Girls with Guitars”!

The music and food were wonderful! Many people enjoyed looking through the great photo albums that Pat Fox spent many, many hours updating.  Jennifer Johnson coordinated the bar and arranged for Terry and Alexa’s awesome services! At the News-Miner, thanks to Dermot Cole, Eric Engman, and Tom Moran for excellent news coverage. Thanks also to Trent, Francine, Cameron and Kianna Birklid for their help cleaning up the club. 

Lastly, a huge thank you to all who attended and brought friends!  No party is successful without great people! Approximately 200 people attended over the course of the evening.  Everyone had an awesome time and it was a great way to begin our centennial year!

Maintenance Needs

There are two maintenance items that need attention before the 70th Annual International  Bonspiel, March 31 to April 3. Snow needs to be removed from the club roof, and several ceiling tiles inside the club need to be replaced or repaired. If you are willing to help with either of these items, please contact Willi Lundquist at 456-2584, or Larry Ehnert at 452-5403.

Curling Calendar

February

19   Pacific Cup Challenge State Playdowns

21 Deadline to sign-up for Signature Event

19-26
World/Olympics Trials (Madison, WI)

March

1
Deadline to order engraved rock handle

2-6
USCA National Championships (TBA)

12-13
Signature Event

19
River Spiel

24-27
Whitehorse International Bonspiel

25
Spring Draw ends

29
Annual Spring Membership Meeting 7pm

31-Apr. 3  Auto Service 70th International Bonspiel

May

20-22
Senior Spiel

If you have events for the club calendar, contact Reid Jeglum at reid@jeglum.com or 456-1119.
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Return Service Requested

Support our sponsors for their continued support of the oldest sport in Fairbanks

Scoreboards: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( E. M. (Ted) Cox ( Gene’s Chrysler ( Jackovich Industrial & Construction Supply, Inc. ( Wedbush Morgan Securities Inc.

Sign in Ice: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( Jackovich Industrial & Construction Supply, Inc. ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Sourdough Fuel ( Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation ( Fairbanks Youth Sports ( Mt. McKinley Mutual Savings Bank ( Pacific Rim Geological Consulting ( Spenard Builders Supply ( Walsh, Kelliher & Sharp ( Yukon Title Company, Inc.

Wall Sign: Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Alyeska Surgery & Urology ( Arctic Fire & Safety ( Aurora Energy ( Curling Lions ( ConocoPhilips Alaska, Inc. ( Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Denali Center Rehabilitation Training Center ( ECS Computer ( El Sombrero ( Equinox Physical Therapy ( Fairbanks Title Agency, Inc. ( Grasle & Associates ( Interior Mini Storage ( Design Alaska, Inc. ( Wallace, Wallace & Wakefield ( Robert Fox Realty ( Sourdough Express ( Stutzmann Engineering ( Advanced Pain Centers of Alaska

For advertising information, contact Larry Burke at 479-4928 or Ted Cox at 456-2222. 

Visit our website:www. curlfairbanks.org
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