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 Fairbanks Curling Club Established in 1905 

Saturday Pick-up League
   In an effort to attract newcomers to the sport of curling, Cathy Persinger initiated the Monday Pick-up “league.”  During the last draw sheets were made available for drop-ins to stop by the club and get a taste of curling with some on-ice instruction.  This proved to be a popular event and has now moved to Saturday mornings from 10 until noon.  

   If you know of someone who would like to give curling a try but has not had an opportunity, this is an excellent time for that to happen.  There is no need to call in advance or sign up:  just drop by on Saturday mornings during that time. 


Terra Hitchman is now in charge and it is being run concurrently with Gordon Moe’s Little Rockers.   Contact Terrabowen@gmail.com with any questions. 

After School Curling

   After school Curling, for kids ages 8-12 will be held Mondays & Fridays from  3:15-5:15 p.m.  

Curling volunteers are still needed.  Please encourage school-aged kids to attend.  Contact

Cathy Persinger at 322-8516 or cathyp@alaska.net for questions about this program.

Military Appreciation

   A Military Appreciation event was held Saturday, January 12th with two teams each from Army and Air Force competing.  The Air Force won 3 of 4 games to capture the trophy for this first annual event.  The event was made possible by recruitment efforts of Dave Flippo, Terra Hitchman and Steph Jilek and funding from FCC Foundation and Fairbanks Youth Sports.  This half-day event was well attended at -30 degrees, with all sheets in use. Please watch for new adults and child members

who joined from this event.

Junior Curlers Off to Nationals

Congratulations to Junior Curlers that will travel to nationals as Team Alaska.   Matt Birklid will lead Alaska Boys with teammates Atticus Wallace, Oliver Halvarson and Ryan Flippo.  Both Ron and Steven Birklid will coach them.  The Kaye Hufman Rink Junior Girls' team from Fairbanks will also represent Alaska.  Hufman plays with Lacy Birklid, Vicky Persinger, and Tina Persinger.  The team is coached by Leland Rich. This year the Junior Nationals will be in Portage WI, Feb 1-9th.  Be sure to check out the scores and highlights at http://www.usacurl.org/usacurl/
   The juniors had competition from two other local teams.  The ladies faced off against the Becca Gryder rink composed of Becca Gryder, Erika Blake, Marie Sorensen and Kathleen Gerdes.  Their coach was Bill Gryder.  

   The boys faced off against the Quinn Evenson rink made up of Quinn Evenson, Brandon Hall, Tavish Logan, and Andrew Oliverio  Their coach was Steven Birklid.  

   A special thanks goes out to all the curlers for  doing such a great job along with the adults who coach them and do all the behind the scenes work.  A special thanks goes out to all the parents of these fine curlers.  These young men and women are the lifeblood of the club. 
February Events

   A number of events are listed on the calendar for the month of February.  Be sure to check the web site at www.curlfairbanks.org for details.  In a nutshell, look for the following:  February 8-10 is the Mixed State Playdowns.  Feb. 12 is the monthly Board of Directors’ meeting.  February 16-17 is the Sweetheart Spiel.  February 22-24 marks the Pacific International Cup playoffs, and February 23 is the annual cash raffle dinner.  

   If you have not purchased your cash raffle tickets, be sure to get them as they will sell out soon.  Tickets enable participants to a free dinner at the club while the drawing takes place. 

   Be sure to drop by the club during these events to watch our teams compete as you root for your favorites.  

Superbowl Festivities at Club

Join us at the club Sunday to watch the Superbowl.  See the flyer on the webpage.  Action starts at noon.
8 Ender!!!

   The Dennis Thies Rink scored an 8 ender in league play Thursday night.  Curling with Denny were Susan Carothers, Ann Burns, and John Blake

Huge Thanks

   A huge thank you goes out to Ken Persinger and Dennis Thies for plowing the club parking lot after our last major snowfall.   The club survives on the volunteers who keep us afloat.  Thanks again.
Wine Tasting March 7

   Don’t miss the wine tasting coming in March.  Due to vacation schedules and other factors, we missed having a tasting in January and February, but we will resume this popular night on the first Friday:  March the 7th  from 6:30-9:00.
Spotlight on Cathy Persinger

   Anyone who spends any time at the club knows the familiar face of Cathy Persinger.  As a parent of two junior curlers, she spends much of her life at the club escorting them to practices and games.  However, Cathy’s involvement goes well beyond that of chauffeur for her daughters.  She organized the popular Monday Pick-up league last draw that has now moved to Saturdays.  She is also organizing and working with elementary schools that are bringing kids in to curl, and there is hardly a day when she is not doing something for the club behind the scenes.  Her spirit of volunteerism and energy are above and beyond the call.  Next time you see her, thank her for her commitment to the club.
News from the Ice Crew
   The ice crew is constantly dealing with issues that arise.  For instance, during cold weather sublimation sometimes occurs on the outer sheets and this can be problematic.  It is something that they regularly have to deal with.  Do your part by keeping the ice clean.  This means no tobacco products including chewing tobacco on the ice.

   The new Ice King scraper will arrive this spring, and when it does, there will be a clinic to train curlers how to use it as well as cover other ice issues.  If you are interested in helping out with the ice crew, they are always looking for new blood. 

Sweetheart Spiel Slated For February

   A new event has been added to the calendar for February, the Sweetheart Spiel.  This fun bonspiel will be held Feb. 16-17 and is being organized by Terra Hitchman.  Details include the following: 
· Northern Mixed Format (at least 1 member of opposite sex included on team).

· Sign up as an individual, couples or full team of 4.

· $20/person includes heavy appetizers on Sat night

· 12 teams (48 individuals) max.
This is meant to be a fun spiel with a little competition mixed in.  New and old curlers are encouraged to participate.
Spring Draw Fees

   The Spring Draw began January 3.  If you have not paid yearlong ice fees and you curl during this draw, you must pay ice fees for Spring.  Please check the listed posted at the club for outstanding dues and fees and take care of these ASAP if your name is on the list.

Club Calendar

 Check out the calendar at  www.curlfairbanks.org
Buy A Bistro Table
  By now, most of you have probably notices the new bistro style tables and chairs sitting in the trophy room.   These are intended to provide a cozier social setting for the upstairs by providing smaller tables with comfortable seating.  The additional height of the tables and chairs is to allow viewing of the ice while enjoying a beverage or conversation.  

   The tables were purchased by the board at a cost of around $800 for each set.  Our goal is to defray the cost by asking club members to buy them and get their names engraved on the tables.  Individuals or families can pool their donations for a set.  In the spirit of getting the ball rolling, John Nussbaumer purchased the first set.  

   If you are interested, contact a board member or simply let Jon Bracone, our bartender, know what you would like to donate.

   John also renovated the sound system in the Trophy Room.  This should provide a noticeable improvement during banquets and public gatherings.  

   If you have suggestions for other club improvements, please submit them to the board by using the contact information on the website or dropping a note in the mailbox downstairs.  Also, board meetings are open to the membership.  If you have an item of interest to present, please contact Larry Meath or Leland Rich so we can put you on the agenda.


Support our sponsors for their continued support of the oldest sport in Fairbanks
Scoreboards: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Gene’s Chrysler ( Jackovich Industrial & Construction Supply, Inc. ( Wedbush Morgan Securities Inc. ( Dollar Rent a Car ( Walsh, Kelliher, & Sharp, APC

Sign in Ice: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation ( Santa’s Stitches & Custom Embroidery ( Fairbanks Curling Lions ( Fairbanks Fuel ( Mt. McKinley Bank ( Pacific Rim Geological Consulting ( Allstate Insurance-Terri Wolters ( Yukon Title Company, Inc.

Wall Sign: Advanced Medical Centers of Alaska ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( 

Arctic Fire & Safety ( Aurora Energy ( Curling Lions ( Conoco Phillips Alaska, Inc. ( Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Denali Center ( ECS Computer ( El Sombrero ( Equinox Physical Therapy ( Fairbanks Title Agency, Inc. ( Grasle & Associates ( Interior Mini Storage ( Design Alaska, Inc. ( Wallace, Wallace & Wakefield ( Sourdough Express ( Stutzman Engineering ( Auto Service Company/Subaru ( Denali State Bank (
Northern Alaska Medical & Surgical Associates, Inc. - Danny Robinette, MD ( North Pole Veterinary Hospital  ( Twigs Alaska Gifts
For advertising information, contact Tom Bundtzen at bundtzen@mosquitonet.com or 455-6269 

Visit our website:www. curlfairbanks.org
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Fairbanks Curling Club Board of Directors	452-2875  	� HYPERLINK "http://www.curlfairbanks.org" ��www.curlfairbanks.org�


Board of Directors


Officers:


President  Larry Meath (term 2009) Bear Facts 457-2306				� HYPERLINK "mailto:lmeath@alaska.net" ��lmeath@alaska.net�





Vice – President: Leland Rich (term 2009) Instruction, Calendar, trophy room/rentals, store/curling supplies


452-5403									� HYPERLINK "mailto:leland@ecsalaska.com" ��leland@ecsalaska.com� 





Secretary: John Nussbaumer (term 2010) Membership				� HYPERLINK "mailto:john@twigsgifts.com" ��john@twigsgifts.com�





Directors and Committee Liaisons:


Althea St. Martin (term 2010) By-laws, nominations, social				� HYPERLINK "mailto:althear@gci.net" ��althear@gci.net�





Dave Flippo (term 2008) Historian, Ice, instruction  479-7928				� HYPERLINK "mailto:david.flippo@eielson.af.mil" ��david.flippo@eielson.af.mil�





Terra Hitchman (term 2008) junior/youth curling, Draw, membership 388-0540 		� HYPERLINK "mailto:terrabowen@gmail.com" ��terrabowen@gmail.com�





Doug Lammers (term 2008) out of town spiels, publicity, gaming, maintenance 457-2490 � HYPERLINK "mailto:Doug.Lammers@chugach-ak.com" ��Doug.Lammers@chugach-ak.com�





Tom Bundtzen (term 2009) International Bonspiel, budget/finance, donations  		� HYPERLINK "mailto:bundtzen@mosquitonet.com" ��bundtzen@mosquitonet.com�





Donna Laiti (term 2010) Caretaker, Gaming						� HYPERLINK "mailto:laitidg@alyeska-pipeline.com" ��laitidg@alyeska-pipeline.com�





Treasurers: Terria Rohlof								� HYPERLINK "mailto:trohloff@co.fairbanks.ak.us" ��trohloff@co.fairbanks.ak.us�





Reid Jeglum  456-1119  								� HYPERLINK "mailto:reid@jeglum.com" ��reid@jeglum.com�








Remember:  Curling supplies and equipment can be ordered and bought at the bar.  
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