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Fairbanks Curling Club * Established in 1905 * Oldest organized sport in town      December 2002
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17th Annual Rookie Spiel 

Slated for January

The 17th Annual Rookie Spiel is scheduled for January 11-12. Sign up deadline is Wednesday, January 8 by 7 p.m. 

Each team must have at least two rookies.  A “rookie” is a first-year curler, former curler or non-curler. Experienced curlers are encouraged to try a new position. Cost is $25 per person or $10 per student. Cost includes meals and a t-shirt.  Sign up as teams or individuals.  Teams are guaranteed three games. There is a 32 team limit. There are three events with trophy pins for winners of each event and prizes for 1st and 2nd place teams.  

Absolutely no stacked teams! Committee reserves the right to handicap, if necessary.


This is one of our major events and is a fun weekend. Encourage your co-workers and friends to try curling. For more information contact Susan Carothers at 479-8156, carother@mosquitonet.com, or check the website: www.curlfairbanks.org. (
Members
New
Returning
Totals

Adults
43
140
183

Juniors
5
14
19

Little Rockers
14
13
27

Total
62
167
229

Spring Draw Around the Corner 

Fall draw runs through Friday, December 21 with a break for the holidays starting December 23; it resumes January 6, 2003 and ends January 10. Draw cards are due Wednesday, January 8, 2003. The Spring draw begins Monday, January 13, 2003. 

The Draw committee puts a lot of work into setting up the schedule. In an ideal world, there would be a full 12 teams per league, but that is often not the case. Curlers sign up in various forms. They may sign up as individuals, with a friend, or as a whole team.  Some people sign up and forget to mark which night they want to curl. Some have curled for years but are on vacation and forget to fill out a draw card. Some only want to curl a specific position. Some sign up for multiple nights on one card. Some teams aren’t sure if their teammate filled out a card, so they fill out another duplicate. Some are in a hurry and it is a challenge to read their writing. And of course, some of us want to wait until the last minute to turn in our card, and then we want the schedule to be posted the next day.

After receiving the bulk of the draw cards, Ethan Birkholz goes to work. After sorting the cards into nights and leagues, he starts to analyze them. He fills out teams while at the same time leaving a couple spots available in case someone calls at the last minute. If he has an odd number of teams, he tries to find four more curlers so there won’t be a bye. He then puts the information into a readable format to be posted on the club bulletin board and web page. This is done between work, sleep and other commitments. At the same time, it is fun and rewarding to help on the draw committee or he wouldn’t keep doing it. If you have questions or are interested in helping, contact Ethan Birkholz at 479-5996 or ebirkholz@gci.net.

The Spring Draw card is enclosed. Put your draw cards in the inside mailbox by sheet 3 by January 6th. (
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Fantastic Shot in Final Game at Subaru

The Wes Johnson rink of Seattle captured the Subaru Classic in an exciting final game. In the last end of the final game, the Chad Cowan team from Whitehorse had three rocks close to the center that were guarded. Johnson had one shot -- an unguarded rock on the edge of the twelve-foot. He had to narrowly hit it on the outside to push it sideways to the center to out-score Cowan’s counters. The shot was called and made. The crowd went wild. Where was TSN when we needed them? 

Playing with Wes Johnson were Leon Romaniuk, Greg Romaniuk, and Darren Lethe. The Chad Cowan rink included Cowan, Doug Bryant, Jamie Buyck and Ross Milward. Other top teams were the Larway team (Seattle), Ken Persinger (Fairbanks), Wade Scoffin (Whitehorse), and Buck Birnie (Whitehorse).

Out of town teams said the ice was great, the food was great, and the club hospitality was great which keeps them coming back. Ken Persinger and his outstanding helpers put on a first class spiel. The ice was groomed between each game and the draw went smoothly. The pork roast dinner, steak dinner, Junior spaghetti dinner, breakfast and lunches were good. The bartenders worked tirelessly. The competitors were first class. And the spectators were well behaved and made shot after shot behind the glass. All had a good time.

The sponsors made the event possible. Thank you Subaru Auto Service, Advanced Pain Centers of AK, Alaska Rubber & Rigging, All State-Cole Hollister / Terri Wolters, Arctic Fire and Safety, El Sombrero, Fairbanks Fuel, Florcraft Carpet One, Gavora Inc., Grasle & Associates, Great Northwest Inc, In-land Petro Service, Interior Mini-Storage, Jackovich Industrial, Moore Business Forms, Sourdough Express, State Farm-Jim Bradbury, Stutzmann Engineering, Twigs Alaskan Gifts, Western Mechanical, Yukon Title Agency, Dollar Rent-A-Car, and Regency Fairbanks Hotel. (
Ryan Clinic Successful for Juniors

The British Columbia team (Pat Ryan, Deane Horning and Kevin McKenzie) spent two hours Saturday, between their Subaru games, with the junior curlers.  Pat began the clinic introducing himself as a three-time Canadian and two-time World Champion curler and he introduced his teammates.  He told the kids the best part of curling is the opportunity to make friendships. He said it provides the opportunity to learn skills to get along with different people.  It can be a life-long sport and something you can do with your family.  

He then asked each junior curler to tell him their name and how long they had been curling.  The group divided into three groups and Pat’s team rotated between each group. They covered delivery and sweeping. Then they regrouped into teams and curled. 

Each curler received two autographed pictures of Pat’s championship team.  Later in the day when asked how they liked the curling session the response was “good”, thumbs up, and big smiles. One of the juniors drove up from Anchorage, and she said the clinic was well worth the drive. (
Cash Raffle Tickets Available

Each $100 ticket is good for a prime rib dinner for two on January 18th, the night of the drawing. Each ticket has a chance of winning cash prizes throughout the evening, with the grand prize being $10,000. The State Men’s and Women’s playdowns will be taking place at our club that weekend, so come on down and watch some great competitive curling, have dinner and maybe win money. To buy your tickets now, contact Larry Crouder at 452-6500 or find him on the ice Thursday nights. (
Foundation helps promote curling

The 12th annual Foundation dinner held Saturday, November 16 was attended by over 60 curlers and friends. The Juniors served the sit-down dinner of Seafood Mornay prepared by Paul Misterek and Pat Fox. It is a fun dinner and a chance to relax and visit with friends.

Ted Cox reported the Foundation has accumulated to date $343,686 in the restricted fund balance. This fund earns income and this income is eligible to be spent. Since the Foundation started in 1991, $80,296 of the fund earnings has been authorized for curling activities.

The Foundation Board members met Tuesday, November 19. After estimating the income for 2002 and applying the IRS minimum investment return formula, the Board voted to authorize $16,000 for 2002 which will be paid out in 2002 and 2003. Items approved are: $2,000 for travel to Junior Nationals for Fairbanks boys, $2,000 for travel to Junior Nationals for Fairbanks girls, $500 travel to Anchorage for Junior State playdowns, $1,000 for travel to Mixed Nationals for a Fairbanks team, $2,000 for the 2003 Rookie Spiel, $3,000 for 2003 FCC Open Houses, $1,000 for curling equipment, $2,500 for curling clinics, $2000 to be announced later by the Board. 

Tax deductible contributions can be made by check payable to the Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation, 1962 Second Ave. or by enrolling with the United Way and designating “curling”. (
Sweeping Tip…”

Our ice looks very clean, but looks can be deceiving. Just look at your broom after you sweep several rocks. Or better yet, look at some of the club brooms. A piece of lint or hair can drastically alter the path of a running rock. A rock that “picked up something” may ruin a good shot. One way to minimize lost shots is to clean your broom after each rock is swept. After sweeping, move to the edge of the rink and rub your hand across the brush head. This should help keep your broom clean. 

Wearing leather curling gloves is a good way to clean the brush head. They don’t shed lint. They can be purchased at the bar for $20 to $24. (
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Subaru Autograph Contest

Anna Triscari won the Subaru autograph contest. A map of North America was displayed by sheet 4 with pictures of 47 visiting curlers, which included 27 from Canada. Sign up sheets were available for each contestant to collect signatures. Anna won the contest by introducing herself to 29 of the out of town curlers and collecting their autograph. 

Congratulations to Anna! (
Thanks to Lisa Curnow and helpers for decorating the club for the holidays. (
Did You Know….

A short recap from the last newsletter and more…….

The Fairbanks Curling Club is almost as old as Fairbanks. Curling started in Fairbanks in 1902 as the goldminers from the Klondike headed for the new gold strike in the Pedro Creek and Cleary Creek areas near Barnette’s Cache (now Fairbanks.) 

And by 1905 the Fairbanks Curling Club was established. Eight rinks of men formed the club.  E.A. Suter, a jeweler, gave the first trophy.  It was won by Dr. W.G. Cassels (skip), Henry Ray (third), Ben Olcott, banker and later Governor of Oregon (second), and Chas. Magaw, partner in a grocery (lead). The Suter Cup may be seen today in the Fairbanks Curling Club. 

The first club building was constructed in 1908 at 815 Second Avenue and housed two sheets of ice. Prominent people such as Judge James Wickersham and Charles W. Claypool were members at this time.

And then… 1935 was a big year for the club. Women were invited to curl. “The biggest mistake the Club ever made,” several were heard to say. Also in 1935 Fairbanks curlers effected an exchange with Dawson City curlers, with participants flying between the two cities. The first International Bonspiel was held in Fairbanks. In the same year a men’s team was sent to the Dawson International Bonspiel in the Yukon Territory. 

When Ken A. Murray joined the club in 1936, he found it limited to 12 rinks of curlers. Substitutes were allowed until a permanent position could open up. Grant McCoy said, “In those days, someone had to die before you could curl.” 

1938 saw the first women’s team sent to the Dawson International. There were men rinks and women rinks, with each participating in their own bonspiel. Thus, the International Bonspiel is, in effect, two bonspiels played simultaneously and this format continues to this day. 

Curling was temporarily suspended during WWII, as the Fairbanks Club was commandeered by the military and used by Smith Construction, which built the telephone line along the Alaska Highway.

After the war, curling resumed in the original two-sheet club and in 1952, the east wall was torn down and replaced with concrete blocks.  Soon the club acquired a house and lot adjoining on the west.  The house was used for several seasons to accommodate visiting curlers.  It was torn down in 1956 when the club was expanded to three sheets.
And soon…. Our Centennial Celebration in 2005 is fast approaching. Pat Fox has volunteered to help plan for the event.  One idea is to have a curling tournament on the Chena River in front of the Elks Lodge. Another comment from a non-curler is “Fairbanks curling is almost as old as the town--this is a big event and should receive national recognition.”  If you have ideas or are interested in helping, contact Pat at 457-2583. (
And more….
Tune into the next newsletter for some history about our current curling location and building. (
Kids Can Beat Cabin Fever 

At the Curling Club

How about a Youth Day-camp at the Curling Club after New Years? School kids are faced with a three week Holiday break starting before Christmas and running through January 10th. Beat cabin fever with an action packed week to include curling, game stategy, off-ice activities, crafts, lunch and socializing. Five full days of fun for youth ages 5-15. 

Comments, suggestions and volunteers would be appreciated. For more information call Cathy Persinger at 479-2095 or cathyp@alaska.net. (
Girl Scouts Are Coming in January

The scouts will be trying their hand at curling January 25th from 12 noon to 2 p.m.  About six volunteers are needed to help them learn and enjoy curling. If you can spare a couple hours to help, contact Susan Carothers at 479-8156. (
Competitive Mini Spiel?

Want to learn more about curling? Sign up as an individual and curl December 22. Teams will be evenly matched. Cost $20. For more information contact Bob Karlen 456-3822. (
        Bring your friends to the Curling Club to visit, watch and try curling        .

Thank the Bartender if She Refuses to Serve You

Better to Be Safe than Sorry

With current health issues, safety issues and legal issues, the more informed we are on blood alcohol content, the better off we will be. It is sometimes better to set guidelines for ourselves before we drink. Once we start drinking the quality of our actions and decisions are usually inversely proportionate to the number of drinks we consume. 

The TAMS class claims a person can reach the .08 BAC level by drinking 2 drinks per hour. If you want a third drink, you might want to consider giving your car keys to someone else, or switching to a non-alcoholic beverage.

Bottom line is, BE SAFE. 

Facts about .08:

· Alaskas’ .08 BAC limit went into effect September 1, 2001. .08 is a measurement of the blood-alcohol content level at which drivers are considered intoxicated and therefore, are prohibited from driving on Alaska roadways.

· At .08, all drivers are impaired to the point that critical driving skills are greatly diminished. Studies indicate that at a .08 BAC level, a driver’s steering, braking, speed control, lane changing, gear changing and judgments of speed and distance are all significantly impaired. 

· At .08, a driver is three times more likely to be involved in a car crash than a sober driver, and 11 times more likely to be killed in a single-vehicle crash. 

· Skeptics of .08 laws suggest that repeat offenders are the real problem with regard to drunk driving. However, about 80 percent of alcohol-related crash fatalities are caused by drivers with no arrests for drunk driving during the previous three years. 
FYI, effective January 1, 2003 in accordance with the new alcohol tax that went into effect on October 1, 2002, the Curling Club alcohol prices will be increasing. Between October 1 and December 31 the club used up stocked inventory and passed the benefit to club members.(
Just a Friendly Reminder…

The Club seems like our second home, but it isn’t.

The state law states a parent or guardian must accompany all minors upstairs. It means the parent cannot be downstairs or on the other side of the upstairs clubroom while the minor is running around. As club members, we are all responsible and should try to help enforce the State law. Usually a friendly reminder to the child to go sit by their parent or to go downstairs takes care of the problem.

USCA Pins Are Here

Paul Misterek, club chairperson, for the United States Curling Association donation program has received the 2002-03 pins. The pin proceeds help promote membership building programs, including materials such as the instructional brochures, the video “Curling: A Lifetime Sport”, and “Curling in the Gym” program, and curling camps. A portion of the donation is returned to the local club. If you would like to purchase a pin, contact Paul Misterek at 457-2103 or Denny Thies at 456-8081. .(
Locker Update:

Lockers that have rent due will soon have the locks cut. Items in the locker will be stored for awhile before being disgarded. If you are unsure if your locker is paid up to date, contact Sandy Richards.

For curlers who would like to rent a locker for $35, contact Margaret Rich at 452-5403 or leave a message in the inside mail box in back of sheet three. A locker list is posted on the bulletin board by the back office. (
“A Bit of the By-Laws”:

“Article IV BOARD OF TRUSTEES Section 1, General Powers. The affairs of the Corporation shall be managed by its Board of Trustees.  Trustees shall be residents of Fairbanks and vicinity and Corporate members of the Corporation.”
Section 2. Nature, Tenure, and Qualifications.  The number of Trustees shall be nine (9), each to be elected for a three-year term, subject to the scheduled rotation hereinafter set out so that when the present terms have been adjusted, the terms of three Board members expire each year….Beginning with the terms of Board members elected in 1978 and in all subsequent years, terms shall commence on April 1st of the year of election, and expire on March 31st of the year of expiration.  No member shall serve two consecutive three year terms on the Board of Directors.”
This means every year at the annual membership meeting, typically held the second week of March, the membership elects three new Directors to replace the three Directors who have completed their three-year terms. This year, terms expire for Pat Fox, Dick Morris and Margaret Rich. 

The duties of a Director include attending a monthly meeting on the second Tuesday of every month. The Directors do not perform all of the work, but they are responsible for planning the curling activities and overseeing the maintenance of the property and building, and meeting financial reporting requirements. The Directors have made a commitment for three years and take their jobs seriously. It is usually a time of enlightenment and learning of all that is involved to run our club.  It can also be very rewarding. It is often a factor of “the more you give, the more you get.” 

If you are interest in becoming a Director, contact any of the current Board members. (
Holiday Break is a Good Time to Practice

Ice Time Available

As a rule, during the holiday break, the ice crew floods the ice. Otherwise the club is available for members to get on-ice practice. The front door combination is on the back of your membership card. The switch for the lights on the ice is by sheet three. It takes several minutes for the lights to heat up and get bright. When you are finished make sure you turn the ice lights off. Also make sure the front door is shut tightly. (
Curling Calendar
December

6-8 Jr State playdowns (Anch)

7-8 TSN club TV- McCain Skins Games

10 FCC Board of Directors meeting 7 pm

21-22 Competitive Mini Spiel

24-Jan 5 Holiday Break no league play

January
3-5 Club Mens/Womens playdowns

10 Last night of Fall Draw

11-12 17th Rookie Spiel
13 First night of Spring Draw

14 FCC Board of Directors meeting 7 pm

17-19 State Mens/Womens playdowns (Fbks)

18 Raffle / Prime Rib Dinner / Drawing
February

11 FCC Board of Directors meeting 7 pm

21-23 Mixed State playdowns (Anch)

March
11 FCC Board of Directors meeting 7 pm

18 FCC General Membership meeting

27-30 Whitehorse Bonspiel

April

3-6 Fairbanks International Bonspiel
FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB

SPRING 2003 DRAW CARD

Circle only one.  Please complete a separate card for each night.

ALL CURLERS ARE REQUIRED TO BE MEMBERS OF THE CLUB AND PAY ICE FEES

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Fun League
Youth/Adult
Dinner League
Picked Teams
Business League

No Fee
No Fee
$40/per person
$50
No Fee

7:00 PM
6:00 PM
5:45 PM
7:00 PM
7:00 PM








Fun League
Limit 13 teams




No fee





700 / 8:00 PM




Individual________________________Hm Ph_____________Wk Ph_____________email_______________

Preferred Position__________________________________________________________________________

Team Name_______________________________________________________________________________

Skip________________________________________Hm Ph_______________Wk Ph___________________

Team Members____________________________________________________________________________

If you wish to curl on a particular night/league but don’t have a team, occasionally there are openings for individuals who will be placed on a team where space is available.

FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB

SPRING 2003 DRAW CARD

Circle only one.  Please complete a separate card for each night.

ALL CURLERS ARE REQUIRED TO BE MEMBERS OF THE CLUB AND PAY ICE FEES

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Fun League
Youth/Adult
Dinner League
Picked Teams
Business League

No Fee
No Fee
$40/per person
$50
No Fee

7:00 PM
6:00 PM
5:45 PM
6:30 / 8:30 PM
7:00 PM








Fun League
Limit 13 teams




No fee





7:00 / 8:00 PM




Individual__________________Hm Ph_______________Wk Ph______________email__________________

Preferred Position__________________________________________________________________________

Team Name_______________________________________________________________________________

Skip________________________________________Hm Ph_______________Wk Ph___________________

Team Members____________________________________________________________________________

If you wish to curl on a particular night/league but don’t have a team, occasionally there are openings for individuals who will be placed on a team where space is available.
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Return Service Requested

Support our sponsors for their continued support of the oldest sport in Fairbanks

Scoreboards: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( E. M. (Ted) Cox ( Gene’s Chrysler ( Jackovich Industrial & Commercial Supply

Sign in Ice: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( Jackovich Industrial & Commercial Supply ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Sourdough Fuel ( Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation ( Fairbanks Youth Sports ( Mt. McKinley Mutual Savings Bank ( Pacific Rim Geological Counsulting ( Spenard Builders Supply ( Walsh, Kelliher & Sharp ( Yukon Title 

Wall Sign: Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Sourdough Fuel ( Arctic Fire & Safety ( Aurora Energy ( Curling Lions ( Denali State Bank ( Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Denali Center Rehabilitation Training Center ( ECS Computer ( El Sombrero ( Equinox Physical Therapy ( Fairbanks Title Agency, Inc. ( Grasle & Associates ( Interior Mini Storage ( Key Bank ( Northern Lights Travel ( Petro Star, Inc. (  Robert Fox Realty ( Sourdough Express ( Stutzmann Engineering ( Wedbush Morgan Securities, Inc. 

For advertising information, contact Larry Burke at 479-4928 or Ted Cox at 456-2222. 

Visit our website:www. curlfairbanks.org
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