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Fairbanks Curling Club * Established in 1905 * Oldest organized sport in town      February 2003
In this issue…..

· Annual Membership Meeting in March 

· 17th Annual Rookie Spiel Results

· State Men Playdowns

· Cash Raffle and Prime Rib Dinner 

· Fall Draw Results

· Holiday Cash Spiel 

· 68th Annual International Bonspiel

· Bits of the By-laws

· Club History Trivia

· More News You Can Use

March Annual Membership Meeting

The annual membership meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 18 at 8 pm. All members will need to register with the club’s Secretary Larry Crouder prior to the start of the meeting to receive ballots. Registration will begin at 8 pm. If you are unable to attend, please complete the proxy form enclosed in this newsletter and give it to someone who will attend.

Three of the nine Board of Trustee seats are up for election. Outgoing members of the Board are Pat Fox, Dick Morris, and Margaret Rich. Continuing Board members are Don Callahan, Rocky Janiro, Larry Crouder, Peter Lundquist, Willi Lundquist and Dale Springer. If you are interested in becoming a board member, please contact one of the current board members.

The Tuesday Night game on March 18 will begin at 6:30 pm instead of the usual 7:00 pm, so that Tuesday curlers may attend the meeting. (
Congratulations to Junior Curlers

Jen Taylor and Chad Persinger curled on the Alaska Junior Women’s and Men’s teams. The U.S. National Junior Championship was held in Broomstones, MA January 25 – February 1.

Both are good curlers, and have many years left to curl in the Juniors. (
International Bonspiel Goes Western

17th Annual Rookie Spiel Results

The Pete Sandberg rink captured the 17th Annual Rookie Spiel held January 11-12. Curling with Pete were Simon Wells, Jeremy Evans and Leo Johnson.
The Rookie spiel attracted 32 teams. The team that traveled the farthest came from Barrow, which included former Fairbanks skip, Dave Hill and three rookies. In all, there were 24 youth curlers and 84 rookies. 

The Rookie Spiel is a two-day event requiring each team to have at least two rookies. Rookies can be a first-year curler, former curler or non-curler. 

Yukon Title Agency is the major sponsor which makes the event so successful. Other contributors were Fairbanks Signs and Graphics, which updated the Rookie Spiel Sign, and Fairbanks Golf & Country Club and Indoor Golf which donated prizes. 

By encouraging novices to try the sport, this event continues to be the biggest recruitment tool for new curlers. A big thank you to Susan Carothers and all the volunteers who made this a successful event. And a special thanks to Ron Birklid for his wonderful brunch on Saturday. 

Congratulations to the winners and all players.

 1st A: Pete Sandberg, Simon Wells, Jeremy Evans, 
Leo Johnson

2nd A: Roger Moore, Lisa Ingalls, Al Townsend, 
Jenny Ingalls

1st B: Pat Fox, Greg Wolters, Kathleen Cunniffe, 
Teri Wolters, and Stacy Brown

2nd B: Bill Wade, Brian Ellingson, Garrett Ellingson, Dalton Ellingson

1st C: Wally Burnett, Karl Hough, Brandon Joosse, 
Luke

2nd C: Mike Fullford, Mark Harris, Russ Goldwaithe, Chip Redden

The Pete Sandberg team is already planning the Rookie Spiel for next year. (
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Open Ice on Fridays.

Come Sub

Bring Your Friends

Cash Raffle Is Successful

The Cash Raffle was a great success!  Thanks goes to Larry Crouder for his countless hours spent making sure all the raffle tickets were sold, to Jim Dodson and Buz Jackovich for organizing the prime rib dinner, and to countless others for volunteering their time to make the event a success. The juniors did a fine job of serving the dinner.

It was fun to see many new faces and non-curlers attend the dinner. Along with the raffle drawing, additional entertainment was provided by the Ron Birklid and Colin Hufman teams who had a good game in the State Men’s playdowns. The Hufman team won, but it could have gone either way until the end.

The cash raffle netted $10,000 which will go towards upkeep of the curling facility.

Congratulations to $10,000.00 winner, George Hesketh, and to $350.00 runner-up Lee Hazen. (
Holiday Cash Spiel 

Four or five guys sitting around upstairs and brainstorming after a Friday league game, resulted in this year’s Holiday Cash Spiel. They decided the club should provide an opportunity for curlers who wanted some more ice time, and for newer and more experienced curlers to have the chance to curl together. They quickly obtained permission from the Board, and then booked the only available weekend which was December 21 and 22. 

Bob Karlen spread the word each league night, and Ethan Birkholz, Leland Rich and Dave Miller gave a hand encouraging others to sign up. Forty individuals signed up with many newer curlers participating. Individuals were grouped based on experience and then ten teams were formed to provide the best balance for competition. There was a $20 entry fee and a two-game guarantee. 

The spiel was a resounding success. The four instigators hope to schedule the next Holiday Cash Spiel on December 12, 13, and 14, 2003, with a similar format with at least a three-game guarantee. Congratulations to this year’s winners.

1st: Ethan Birkholz, Lisa Curnow, Doug Lammers and Glen Claypool

2nd: Roger Moore, Brrt Mitman, John Hufman, and Jim Manning

3rd: Ron Birklid, Matt Taylor, Dave Boyd

4th: Denny Thies, Bob Karlen, Don Callahan and Jenny Taylor (
Annual International Bonspiel Goes Western

The Fairbanks Curling Club’s International Bonspiel will be held April 3-6. The sign-up deadline is Tuesday, April 1. This is a Men’s and Women’s event.

It’s not too early to start thinking about how to get involved. It is a fun time curling, helping in the kitchen and visiting with friends. 

If you have questions, please contact Chairman, Dale Springer. (
Hufman Rink Wins Alaska Men’s

Congratulations to Colin Hufman, Steven Birklid, Martin Sather and Chris Benshoof for capturing the Alaska Men’s title. They will represent Alaska at the U.S. Nationals in Utica, NY on February 28-March 8.

At the Club playdowns, the Hufman team, the Leo Johnson team (with Steve Shuttleworth, Dimi Chagnon and Stu Burke) and Ron Birklid team (with Leland Rich, Chuck Gee, and Ethan Birkholz) qualified for the State playdowns. 

In the State four-team, double elimination format, the Hufman team started the final game with one loss. By winning that game against the Leo Johnson rink, they forced the “if game” and went on to capture the title. (
We’re a Volunteer Club

Our club was built with volunteer labor. It is the reason why our club has survived for so many years. Now, members and friends put in countless hours each year maintaining the building, working on the ice and providing operational services. Volunteers enable the club to keep the dues and ice fees affordable. 

Everything from busing your own table, helping to empty the trash, helping to organize an event, or serving on the Board of Trustees is very much appreciated. Volunteering can be very rewarding. It is a good way to meet more people, a good way to broaden your skills and a great way to take ownership of your club. 

Things don’t just happen. They happen because someone sees a need and takes action. If you want something accomplished at the club, talk to a Board member, and then offer to be in charge or help. Example in point is the Holiday Cash Spiel. Some guys were having a beverage after a Friday game and decided it would be a good idea to have a holiday spiel. The Board said okay, and the guys organized it.

If you want to get involved or learn more about the club, contact a board member or talk to the people who look like they are on a mission. They are usually more than happy to share information. (
Applause to Fullford Electric

Thanks to Mike Fullford, Mark Harris and Russ Goldthwaite for installing a transformer for the club. It was heavy, hard work, but they came in on a Sunday and accomplished the job. Thank you! (
Board Liaisons / Chair

By-Laws, Rules, Policies: Dick Morris
Trophy Room/Rentals: Willi Lundquist / 
  Jen Herning

Draw:  Dale Springer / Ethan Birkholz

Building/Maintenance: Don Callahan

Caretaker: Rocky Janiro

Historian:  Pat Fox

Ice:  Pat Fox / Roger Moore, Denis Fox

Instruction:  Larry Crouder / Dick Morris

International Bonspiel:  Dale Springer

Junior Curling:  Larry Crouder

Membership:  Peter Lundquist

Nominations:  Pat Fox, Dick Morris, Margaret Rich

Out of Town Spiels:  Dale Springer

Publicity:  Willi Lundquist / Ivar Halvarson

Social:  Dale Springer

Gaming:  Larry Crouder / Denny Thies

Donation:  Larry Crouder / Larry Burke

Bear Facts:  Margaret Rich

Store/Curling Supplies:  Don Callahan

Celebration 2005:  Pat Fox

Calendar:  Margaret Rich

City Bed Tax $$$ Recommended

Thanks to Ted Cox and Moira Nutter for their work in completing the Bed Tax application and thank you to Dick Morris for presenting a five minute oral presentation to the bed tax committee. 

Because of the club’s promotion of curling to out of town curlers and policy of welcoming visitors, the city bed tax committee is recommending to the City Council that the Fairbanks Curling Club should receive $3,717. Upon looking at the numerous applicants, this is a respectable and much appreciated allocation. (
Kid’s Rec Camp

February 24-28th, 1:30 – 5:30 p.m. a kid’s camp of. curling and off-ice activities. Cost $40/kid or 4 hours of volunteer time. Contact Cathy Persinger at 479-2095.(
Congratulations to the Fall Draw Winners!

Monday Fun Draw

1st Place - John Hufman, Danielle Hufman, Josh Horner & Dave Jager

2nd Place - Becky Lessley, Allen Vacura, Mike Fink & Donna Laiti

3rd Place - Ted Cox, Moira Nutter, Margaret Rich & Karen Parrish

Tuesday Fun Draw

1st Place - Chaz Rudig, Stacy Brown, Doug Lammers & Kathleen Cuniffe
2nd Place - Roger Moore, Lisa Moen, Jennifer Ingalls & Al Townsend

3rd Place - Grant McCoy, Earl Crass, Paul Stutzman & Adie Callahan

Wednesday Dinner League

1st Place - Grant McCoy, Betsy Robertson, Bill Robertson & Althea St. Martin
2nd Place - Jim Dodson, Kathi Dodson, Buz Jackovich & Terri Wolters 

3rd Place - Rick Harris, Pam Harris, Rich Harris & Kim Harris

Thursday Competitive League
1st Place - 007 - Roger Moore, Larry Burke, Al Townsend & Lenny Johnson
2nd Place - KDLD - Denny Thies, Larry Crouder, Dave Hufman & Ken Persinger

3rd Place - Leo Johnson, Stu Burke & Demi Chagnon

4th Place - Morris Mentors - Dick Morris, Larry Meath, Matt Taylor & Bill Wade

Thursday Picked League

A
1st Place - Lisa Curnow, Annie Burns, Larry Crouder & Denny Theis
2nd Place - Larry Burke, Scott Rupp & Jonathon Andrews & Ron Birklid

B
1st Place - Pete Sandberg, Peter Lundquist, Greg Gustafson & Willi Lundquist
2nd Place - Leroy Rich, Wally Burnett, Mike Fullford & Mark Harris

C
1st Place - Tom Bundtzen, Charlie Green & Charlie Body
2nd Place - Dave Brenner, Joanne Hufman, Dave Hufman & Cathy Brenner

Friday Night Business League
1st Place - Susan Carothers, Ardis Bourque & Janice Noll & Pam Thomson
2nd Place - Ethan Birkholz, Terry Schmidt, Reid Jeglum & Ken Hall

3rd Place - Peter Lundquist, John Hill, Willi Lundquist, Coy Hill & Greg Gustafson

Members
New
Returning
Total

Adults
65
155
220

Juniors
4
16
20

Little Rockers
19
16
35

Total
88
187
275

Curling on the River at the Elks?

Are you interested in curling on the river at the Elks? In order to clear some ice in front of the Elks, we need help from curlers who are familiar with setting ice on the river. We cannot get a truck down on the river, so we are thinking either a large snow blower or track rig with plow would work. The Winter Carnival would be a good time to curl on the ice. If you are interested in helping or curling on the river, contact Dick Morris at 479-6608. (
Is it cheaper to curl in Fairbanks or Anchorage?








Fairbanks

Anchorage

Adult fees





$235.00

$375.00

  (Includes dues of $75.00 plus ice fees.)

  Fairbanks: Ice fees can be paid by draw at $95.00 for fall draw and $80 for spring draw)

First Year Curler




$115.00

$200.00

  Fairbanks: Ice fees can be paid by draw at $25 for fall draw and $25 for spring draw.

  Anchorage: Fees include a hair broom, slider and first half dues. Second half dues would then be $75.00

  Anchorage: If joining in the second half, second half dues with slider and broom is $125.

Family fees





not available

$575.00

  Anchorage: For two, $100 for each additional family member

Senior Curler





$175.00

not available

Junior Member




$50.00


$200.00

  Fairbanks: Junior 13-21 years old

  Anchorage: Junior under 21.

Little Rockers




$40.00


not available

  Fairbanks: Little Rocker under 13

Associate Member




$75.00


$75.00

  Voting privileges, but no ice privilege

Locker





 $35.00

 $40.00

COMPARISONS








Fairbanks

Anchorage

Difference

Adult






$235.00

$375.00

$140.00

Husband and wife




$470.00

$575.00

$105.00

Husband, wife and two juniors


$570.00

$775.00

$205.00

New curler (whole year)



$115.00

$200.00

  $85.00

Senior






$175.00

$375.00

$200.00

Junior






  $50.00

$200.00

 $150.00

Little Rocker





  $40.00

$200.00

 $160.00

Locker






  $35.00

  $40.00

    $5.00

Both Fairbanks and Anchorage belong to the United States Curling Association (USCA). This year our club forwarded $4,116.00 dues to the USCA:


$18.00 adult head of household (receives US Curling News) / $14.00 additional household member


$16.00 junior (receives US Curling News) / $12.00 additional household junior


$4.00 Little Rocker (receives US Curling News) / $0.00 additional Little Rocker

Both Fairbanks and Anchorage belong to the Alaska State Curling Association, and our club paid $2,200.00:


$100 for every adult.(
SHOULD THE FAIRBANKS CLUB BELONG TO THE USCA?

Some members are beginning to question why we should belong to the USCA. Very few of our members are interested in competing for National events the USCA has drastically cut back funding of competitive teams. Now, the USCA is considering doing away with an Alaska berth and replacing it with regional playdowns.

If you have questions or thoughts on this issue, contact Leland Rich 452-5403 or Denis Fox 457-2583. (
Did You Know….

So, curling started in Fairbanks in 1902, and by 1905, the Fairbanks Curling Club was established. The first curling building was constructed in 1908 on Second Avenue. The first Fairbanks International was held in 1935, and also in 1935, women were allowed to curl.

In 1957, the United States Men’s Curling Association was formed with Alaska being a full member. In March 1957, the first championship playdown was held in Chicago Stadium. Representing Alaska were Fairbanks curlers, Al Johnson (skip), Clarence Renkoski (third), Joe Jackovich (second) and J. Williams, (lead).

By 1961, the curling club was suffering from growing pains and neighbors were complaining about the number of cars cluttering up the adjacent streets. Club members decided a site vacated by the Civil Aeronautics Administration would be a suitable site for a new curling club and efforts began in that direction. In due time, the club received city approval and obtained a lease on a tract of land with 300 feet of frontage and 390 feet deep on Second Avenue. In order to finance construction of the new facility, the club went to members for five and ten year notes. Arne Hanson, a club member, drew up the plans and by August of 1963, excavation was under way for the first three sheets of ice. The first footings for the current club were poured about the first of September 1962. As longtime Fairbanks curler Kenneth A. Murray recalled, “We had a lot of talent in the club, which included carpenters, electricians, plumbers, heavy duty equipment operators and crane men. And they all donated their services. Work not done on a volunteer basis was done at cost. Equipment was donated by local contractors such as Reed & Martin, GHEMM, Peter Kiewit, Worthington, Wilburs and others. U.S. Smelting and Refining Co, commonly known as the Fairbanks Exploration Co., was closing down its operation here as was Reed & Martin, and they donated timber, steel and bolts.

Our treasurer at the time was Dick Ludwig, who was a structural engineer with Fairbanks Exploration. “I would say he is one reason our dance floor stands up to the pounding it takes,” Murray said. As construction continued and the building crept out of the ground, Murray recalled that one day he counted 55 curlers on the job. He added, “Snow flurries had begun when we built the roof and when we hot mopped it, we had to brush the snow off first. There were no roofers in the club, but Pruhs and Fivey did the labor and we furnished the materials and some amateur roofers. Those roofers who assisted us received membership in the club.”

The curling club had retained the downtown facility and both locations were used in the 1962 season. The downtown property was sold and the second three sheets were finished in time for the 1963-64 season. In 1976, the club purchased and installed equipment to refrigerate all six sheets. In 1980, the club celebrated its Golden Jubilee with a reenactment of curling downtown on the Chena River. The club has hosted several national and international curling competitions. These include the United States Men’s Championship in 1982, the Arctic Winter Games in 1982 and 1988 and the United States Mixed Championship in 1988. In 1985, the Fairbanks team of Bev Birklid (skip), Peggy Marin (third), Jerry Evans (second), and Katrina Sharp (lead), won the United States Women’s Championship in Hershey Pennsylvania and represented the U.S. at the Ladies World Championship in Jonkoping, Sweden. In 2002, the Fairbanks team of Leo Johnson (skip), Colin Hufman (third), Martin Sather (second), and Chris Benshoof (lead) won the United States Junior Men’s Championship in Kettle Moraine, Wisconsin and represented the U.S. at the Junior World Championship in Kelowna, British Columbia, Canada.

And soon…. Our Centennial Celebration in 2005 is fast approaching. Pat Fox has volunteered to help plan for the event. There are several ideas floating around. The latest idea is to have several “Gold Rush Spiels” during the year, and try to encourage as many residents and visitors to curl during the 100th anniversary.

If you have ideas or are interested in helping, contact Pat Fox at 457-2583. (
Another History Note…

When Ken Murray and Dick Ludwig were working together to obtain the site and organize financing to build the club where it is now, they managed to first designate the address as 1962 Second Ave. Since no other building was in that block, and it was indeed in the 1900 block, there were no questions asked. Hence, the present club has the dedication year 1962 for an address.(
Introduce Your Friends to Curling

Many people are willing to try it if given the opportunity.

January 25th  saw fifty two Girl Scouts ages 6-13 and twelve leaders and parents try curling. For most it was the first time. Susan Carothers scheduled and organized the event., She especially wants to thank the ice instructors, Michelle Reed, Karen and T.G. Taylor, Janice Noll and Elaine Thompson-McGee, for helping.

Also in January, Matt Taylor’s University Park 6th graders and then a P.E. class came to the club . A total of ninety kids with lots of energy had lots of fun. Helping were LeRoy Rich, Dick Morris and several parents.

The day after Christmas, twenty four college kids home for the holidays, friends and several parents worked off some turkey while curling. Organizers were Margaret Rich and Karen Parrish, with Leland Rich helping.

A GVEA group, lead by Diane Priore, came to the club to try curling. After some exercise on the ice, they headed next door to the hockey game.

Last fall after work, the Walsh, Kelliher & Sharp employees, spouses and kids came to the club. Afterwards they ordered pizza and watched the 6:30 games. Organizers were Ted Cox and Margaret Rich.

These are just a few of the many groups who have wanted to try a new sport. If you have a group that would like to try curling, contact Jen Herning 490-0079, or an ice committee person or a Board member. See page two for phone numbers. If ice is available, and you line up members to help on the ice, it is a good opportunity to share a new sport and maybe gain some new curling members. (
Curling Calendar
February

Feb 11 FCC Board of Directors meeting 7 pm

Feb 21-23 Mixed State playdowns (Anch)

Feb 24-28 Kid’s Rec Camp

March
Mar 11 FCC Board of Directors meeting 7 pm

Mar 18 FCC General Membership meeting

Mar 27-30 Whitehorse Bonspiel

April

Apr 3-6 Fairbanks International Bonspiel
PROXY

FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB, INC

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

I, ___________________________________________________________________________, being a member in good standing of the Fairbanks Curling club, do hereby appoint _____________________________of Fairbanks, Alaska, a member in good standing of said Corporation, as my proxy to attend the Annual Meeting of members of the Corporation to be held on the 18th day of March 2003, at 1962 Second Avenue, Fairbanks, Alaska or any continuation or adjournment therof, with full power to vote and act for me to the same extent I might. IN WITNESS THEREOF, I have signed this instrument this _______day of ________2003.







________________________________________________







Signature of Member
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1962 2ND AVENUE
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Return Service Requested

Support our sponsors for their continued support of the oldest sport in Fairbanks

Scoreboards: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( E. M. (Ted) Cox ( Gene’s Chrysler ( Jackovich Industrial & Commercial Supply, Wedbush Morgan Securities Inc.

Sign in Ice: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( Jackovich Industrial & Commercial Supply ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Sourdough Fuel ( Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation ( Fairbanks Youth Sports ( Mt. McKinley Mutual Savings Bank ( Pacific Rim Geological Counsulting ( Spenard Builders Supply ( Walsh, Kelliher & Sharp ( Yukon Title 

Wall Sign: Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Sourdough Fuel ( Arctic Fire & Safety ( Aurora Energy ( Curling Lions ( Denali State Bank ( Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Denali Center Rehabilitation Training Center ( ECS Computer ( El Sombrero ( Equinox Physical Therapy ( Fairbanks Title Agency, Inc. ( Grasle & Associates ( Interior Mini Storage ( Key Bank ( Northern Lights Travel ( Petro Star, Inc. (  Robert Fox Realty ( Sourdough Express ( Stutzmann Engineering ( Wedbush Morgan Securities, Inc. 

For advertising information, contact Larry Burke at 479-4928 or Ted Cox at 456-2222. 

Visit our website:www. curlfairbanks.org
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