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 Fairbanks Curling Club Established in 1905  

International Bonspiel coming!

Planning for the 73rd Fairbanks International Curling Bonspiel is underway.  The theme this year, "Land of the Midnight Sunburn, A Global Warming Barbecue," is just one indicator of how much fun can be expected for all. The Bonspiel is scheduled for April 3-6, with a signup deadline on April 1.  Auto Service Company has again agreed to be the prime sponsor with the Riverboat Discovery supporting as a secondary sponsor. 

   This year there will be a novice division for people who have never curled and would like to get a true taste of the bonspiel without competing in the main event. Questions regarding this special category should be directed to Cathy Persinger.  The deadline for sign up for these novice teams will be the weekend prior to the bonspiel, March 30 so the teams can be incorporated into the draw. 

   This year we will once again draw teams from Anchorage.  Also we expect participation from Whitehorse making it a true “International” event.  

   The Organizing Committee of the 73rd International Curling Bonspiel can always use an extra hand.  If you want to volunteer, please contact Ryan Binkley or Tom Bundtzen, the bonspiel chairpersons, and they will put you to work.

   The bonspiel will have both live and DJ music on Friday and Saturday evenings. 

   If you have questions or concerns, contact them at 479-6673 or 458-8951. 

General Membership Meeting

   Mark your calendar to attend the General Membership meeting on April 1, at 7 p.m.  There are several important items of interest to present to the membership.

   The General Membership Meeting is a requisite of our Curling Club’s by-laws.  The annual meeting occurs each year about this time to get input from the members at large and to elect 3 new officers to replace the 3 members whose terms expire in April.  

The board will present a slate of candidates for the election, and nominations will also be fielded from the membership at the meeting.  If you are interested in running, you can contact John Nussbaumer prior to the meeting to be listed as a candidate or wait until nominations are taken at the meeting.

   If you are unable to attend the meeting, you may vote by filling out a proxy ballot and giving it to someone who will attend and vote for you.  

   Proxy ballots are available in this newsletter, on the website, and at the club on the membership bulletin board and on top of the draw card box downstairs.  It is critical that proxies be filled out correctly and submitted so that we have a quorum—otherwise we cannot do business.        

.

News from the Ice Crew

   A special thanks goes out to all of the ice crew, but especially to Matt Taylor and Rex Nutter who have assumed the bulk of the responsibilities for the ice.  During the cold snap in February,  the extreme temperatures caused a   variety of problems with the compressors.  This necessitated working outdoors to heat up equipment at all hours of the day and night.    The problems were severe enough that curling had to be cancelled on Wednesday evening.  

   Remember that the ice crew is comprised of volunteers who spend literally hundreds of hours making and maintaining the ice for the enjoyment of the rest of the club.  A special thank you to the crew will take place during the general membership meeting.

Cash Raffle Thanks

   Thanks to all the volunteers helping with the cash raffle dinner and drawing.  This year we had a high turn out and despite some challenges, word has it that the dinner was a success.  Special thanks goes out to the Junior Curlers for their support as well as Pat Fox, Ivar Halverson and Cathy Persinger who spent time in the kitchen helping prepare and serve all the members and guests.  Jennifer Towler helped with ticket sales as well as organizing the clean up crew comprised of John Blake, Jerry and Karen Zelmer.  Denis Thies called out the ticket numbers and entertained us as only Denny can. Thank you to all the members who brought desserts.  

Congratulations to all of the raffle ticket winners!

Fairbanks Curling History

 The next time you are in the club in the trophy room, take a look at the trophy case on the SW wall next to the fireplace.  Inside you will see an antique clock.  Then look up to the pictures above sheet one where you will see a very old photo of 4 men posing in the traditional victory stance.  The photo is dated 1906.  One of the men in the picture is JJ Buckley.  Here is the story.

   Several years ago the son of the late JJ Buckley who was living in Seattle and who was, himself, quite elderly and frail, contacted the club.  Through his daughter, the granddaughter of JJ, we learned that the family was interested in selling the trophy clock to the curling club.  

   JJ Buckley had been the fire chief for the city of Fairbanks from 1905-1912 and had curled in the club during its first years of operation.  He curled in the Spring Spiel of 1906, and his team won the first place trophy, purportedly the clock in question, or, at least that was the story.  At the time, there was no verification that this was true.  There was no actual engraving on the trophy to verify the story, but based on the sincere belief that this was the case, the club purchased the trophy from the family.  

   But the story doesn’t stop there.  When the family left the state for Seattle in 1918, they were late arriving in Valdez to catch the steamship south.  As a result, the boat departed without them and the trophy.  This turned out to be a bit of serendipity, however, for, you see…the boat they missed was the Princess Sophia.  Shortly after leaving, it met an untimely fate on the shoals of Alaska’s inside passage becoming permanently lodged on Vanderbilt Reef.  Bad weather forestalled an immediate rescue attempt and when the rescuers eventually reached the boat, it had sunk and all 353 on board lost their life.  The only survivor was a small dog that was able to swim to a nearby island.  Thus the family and the clock escaped a close call with fate.  

   Upon receipt of the clock by the club after its purchase, it was checked out and appraised.  What seemed to some like an unnecessary expense for a piece of questionable history turned out to be a bargain.  The clock was appraised and not only valued well above the purchase price, but found to be in perfect working order.  However, despite a degree of faith in the story, there was no substantiation until Greg Gustafson while watching curling one night happened to examine the picture of the JJ Buckley winning team.  There in front of the posing curlers in the 1906 photo sits the clock front and center on a table.  The provenance for the clock had been right before our eyes for some time without anyone noticing.

   A special thanks goes to Peter Lundquist who led the drive to purchase the clock, and who pieced together these events. 

Rockstar Curling

   Check out the signs for Rockstar Curling.  This could be your dream come true!

Teams Headed Out of State

   Two teams met with recent success and will be leaving to represent Alaska in stateside competitions.    The mixed team of Anne Burns, Susan Carothers, John Blake, and Denis Thies  is currently in Detroit.  Check out their progress at  http://www.usacurl.org/. 

   Two teams will also be traveling to British Columbia for the Pacific International Cup.  The men’s team is comprised of Denis Thies, Jason Ostness, Travis Stagg, and John Huffman.  Kelly Snyder, Jenny Taylor, Sarah Wolfe, and Adie Callahan will represent the ladies.

   Good luck to all the teams.

The Spirit of Curling

   One of the things noticed by some club members is some confusion about rules.  In the old days of the club, new members were typically placed on teams in the position of lead and over time indoctrinated into the “finer” points of the game by more experienced curlers.  Then, too, the rules have changed over the years, and even experienced curlers sometimes get confused.  However, it is everyone’s duty to know and understand the rules of the game, so in that spirit, we are going to highlight rules in the newsletter from time to time.  The specific language for rules is posted at the club, but a couple might bear explanation in layman’s terms.  

   Sweeping (this gets confusing) must occur across the face of the rock, but this only means that each side of the broom head must clear a rock edge near it.  Hence, a sweeping motion of the broom should project beyond the edge of the stone, but the entire broom head does not need to move  clear across the running path.  Snowplowing, sweeping in line with the stone’s direction and not moving the broom perpendicular to the path of the rock, strictly speaking, is prohibited…as is leaving debris intentionally in front of the stone.  

   A burned stone, one that is contacted no matter how slightly, is removed from play immediately by the offender unless it crosses the target hog line first.  At that point, it is up to the discretion of the opposing skip and it should be left where it comes to stop.  The offender then tells the skips that the stone was burned, and the opposition can choose to leave it or remove it and replace the affected rocks as it behooves them.

   In the future, look for signs posted at the club highlighting The Spirit of Curling.   

"Sweet" victory for Burns rink
    Anne Burns swept past her 9 opponents to win this year's Sweetheart Spiel during Valentine's Day weekend.  Aiding in her victory was third John Blake, second Tom Alton, and lead Terria Rohloff. 

   The 2-day event held on February 16-17, 2008 saw 10 teams compete for the chance to win prizes.  Contrary to its name, the spiel was not exclusive to sweethearts.   The only stipulation given was that teams were to include at least 1 member of the opposite sex.  A round robin format guaranteed 4, 6 end games to be played by each team.  Ties were determined by a shoot out where each member would attempt to draw closest to the button.  The cumulative distances of the rocks to the center were 

added for a team score. 

    With a 3-way tie for 1st place, the Burns rink came out on top by just a mater of inches - 2 to be exact.  Just behind them in 2nd place was the Pranitis Rink which included skip Paul Pranitis, third Adie  Callahan, second Brett Lystad and lead Mija McGuire.  In 3rd place was the junior team of  skip Atticus Wallace, third Jenny Taylor, second Matt Birklid and lead Tressa Shuttleworth.   

Breaking a 5 way tie for 4th and with the best overall  

shootout was the Hufman Rink with skip  John Hufman, third Sarah Wolfe, second Christina Rogers, and a diverse array of subs at lead.  A special welcome to the Barrow team of Bryan & Laura Thomas, Anne Jenson, & Justine Sheehan who came down to Fairbanks just for the event.

    Many thanks to all the volunteers that helped to make the event a 'sweet' success.  Specifically for help with the ice: Rex Nutter, Matt Taylor, John Hufman, Sarah Wolfe, Paul Pranitis, Reid Jeglum; Draw: Denny Thies; Food: Gordon Moe, Jim Ballam, Althea St. Martin, Margaret Rich, Leland Rich, Arna King, Terria Rohloff; Registration: Donna Laiti; Prizes: John Nussbaumer.

Coming Soon:

March 27-30—Whitehorse International Bonspiel

March 28 – Spring Draw ends

April 1 – General Membership Meeting at 

      7:00 pm, at the club

April 3 through the 6th –

     Auto Service 73rd International Bonspiel

April 11-13—Anchorage Spring Spiel

April 18-22—Pacific International Cup

PROXY

FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB INC.  ANNUAL MEETING

I,___________________________________________________________ being a member in good standing of the Fairbanks Curling Club, do hereby appoint 

______________________________________________ of Fairbanks, Alaska, a member in good standing of said Corporation, as my proxy to attend the Annual Meeting of members of the Corporation to be held the 1st day of April, at Fairbanks, Alaska or any continuation or adjournment thereof, with full power to vote and act for me to the same extent that I might, were I personally present, giving to the said ______________________________full power of substitution and revocation.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have signed this instrument this ______ day of ________________, 2008.

___________________________________

Signature of Member

Support our sponsors for their continued support of the oldest sport in Fairbanks
Scoreboards: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Gene’s Chrysler ( Jackovich Industrial & Construction Supply, Inc. ( Wedbush Morgan Securities Inc. ( Dollar Rent a Car ( Walsh, Kelliher, & Sharp, APC

Signs in Ice: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation ( Santa’s Stitches & Custom Embroidery ( Fairbanks Curling Lions ( Fairbanks Fuel ( Mt. McKinley Bank ( Pacific Rim Geological Consulting ( Allstate Insurance-Terri Wolters ( Yukon Title Company, Inc.

Wall Signs: Advanced Medical Centers of Alaska ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( 

Arctic Fire & Safety ( Aurora Energy ( Curling Lions ( Conoco Phillips Alaska, Inc. ( Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Denali Center ( ECS Computer ( El Sombrero ( Equinox Physical Therapy ( Fairbanks Title Agency, Inc. ( Grasle & Associates ( Interior Mini Storage ( Design Alaska, Inc. ( Wallace, Wallace & Wakefield ( Sourdough Express ( Stutzman Engineering ( Auto Service Company/Subaru ( Denali State Bank (
Northern Alaska Medical & Surgical Associates, Inc. - Danny Robinette, MD ( North Pole Veterinary Hospital  ( Twigs Alaska Gifts
For advertising information, contact Tom Bundtzen at bundtzen@mosquitonet.com or 455-6269 

Visit our website:www. curlfairbanks.org
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Unpaid Dues


Currently there are about 20 people who have not paid their Spring Ice fees, club dues, or both.  Please take care of these overdue fees if your name is on the posted list.





Fairbanks Curling Club Board of Directors	452-2875  	� HYPERLINK "http://www.curlfairbanks.org" ��www.curlfairbanks.org�


Board of Directors


Officers:


President  Larry Meath (term 2009) Bear Facts 457-2306				� HYPERLINK "mailto:lmeath@alaska.net" ��lmeath@alaska.net�





Vice – President: Leland Rich (term 2009) Instruction, Calendar, trophy room/rentals, store/curling supplies


452-5403									� HYPERLINK "mailto:leland@ecsalaska.com" ��leland@ecsalaska.com� 





Secretary: John Nussbaumer (term 2010) Membership				� HYPERLINK "mailto:john@twigsgifts.com" ��john@twigsgifts.com�





Directors and Committee Liaisons:


Althea St. Martin (term 2010) By-laws, nominations, social				� HYPERLINK "mailto:althear@gci.net" ��althear@gci.net�





Dave Flippo (term 2008) Historian, Ice, instruction  479-7928				� HYPERLINK "mailto:david.flippo@eielson.af.mil" ��david.flippo@eielson.af.mil�





Terra Hitchman (term 2008) junior/youth curling, Draw, membership 388-0540 		� HYPERLINK "mailto:terrabowen@gmail.com" ��terrabowen@gmail.com�





Doug Lammers (term 2008) out of town spiels, publicity, gaming, maintenance 457-2490 � HYPERLINK "mailto:Doug.Lammers@chugach-ak.com" ��Doug.Lammers@chugach-ak.com�





Tom Bundtzen (term 2009) International Bonspiel, budget/finance, donations  		� HYPERLINK "mailto:bundtzen@mosquitonet.com" ��bundtzen@mosquitonet.com�





Donna Laiti (term 2010) Caretaker, Gaming						� HYPERLINK "mailto:laitidg@alyeska-pipeline.com" ��laitidg@alyeska-pipeline.com�





Treasurers/Books: Reid Jeglum  456-1119  						� HYPERLINK "mailto:reid@jeglum.com" ��reid@jeglum.com�





Terria Rohlof									� HYPERLINK "mailto:trohloff@co.fairbanks.ak.us" ��trohloff@co.fairbanks.ak.us�























Remember:  Curling supplies and equipment can be ordered and bought at the bar.  
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