[image: image1.png]- BEAR FACTS.. Uil




 Fairbanks Curling Club Established in 1905 

Online Registration for 2008 Playdowns

   USA Curling’s new online playdown registration system has been active since Oct. 5. This new online system allows playdown payments to be processed by credit card and more efficient organization of the playdown registration for the athletes and the national office staff. Entries are now being accepted for every 2008 playdown event.

   Go to the USA Curling main page at www.usacurl.org to begin signing up for the 2008 playdowns. Online assistance is available or you may contact Dawn Leurquin or Bev Schroeder at the national office (888-287-5377) if you need help.
FAIRBANKS CURLING CLUB FOUNDATION GRANTS AVAILABLE TO FAIRBANKS TEAMS TRAVELING TO THE FOLLOWING 2008 EVENTS
$2,000 - WOMENS JR NATIONALS

$2,000 - MENS JR NATIONALS

$2,000 - AWG WOMEN

$2,000 - AWG MEN

$2,000 - MIXED NATIONALS

$2,000 – PACIFIC RIM WOMEN

$2,000 – PACIFIC RIM MEN

$2,000 – USCA CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP WOMEN

$2,000 – USCA CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP MEN

$2,000 – USWCA JUNIOR BONSPIEL

These grants are based on $500 per Fairbanks curler

Arctic Winter Games

   Attention curlers!  If you haven’t already applied for a passport, remember that it may take months to obtain one and they will be required for travel to Canada.  This is especially important for Juniors who may be interested in competing in the Arctic Winter Games in Yellowknife in the spring of 2008.  Tryouts will be held locally Nov. 17.

Yukon Title Curling Classic
   November is a big month on curling calendars.  Be sure to mark the dates of November 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th for the Yukon Title Curling Classic, a World Tour Curling event.  It is an open cash spiel with a total payout of $18,000.00 (based on 20 teams).    Entry fee is $560.00 US per team.

   If you have any inclination to curl on a competitive level, you are encouraged to enter your team in this event.    It is the most competitive Bonspiel of the year for our club and it draws top teams from Canada and the lower 48 every year.   This event gives curlers the chance to play against high caliber teams, which in turn raises the playing level of the club and curlers in general.

   On Saturday, Nov. 10th from noon until 2:30 there will be a junior clinic as well.  This will be a unique opportunity for young curlers to get great tips from the former national champion Laraway rink out of Seattle. 

   If you do not play in this event, be sure to make it down to watch some of the games.  These will no doubt be some of the best games of the year, and it is a good way to work on strategy.    If you have any questions, want to sign up your team, or want to volunteer to help with the event, please call Peter Lundquist at 456-4595 (home), 451-4360 (work) or email at drac@acsalaska.net.

NEW:  Monday Pick-up League

   This new league addition is targeting military, youth, UAF and families, but everyone is welcome from 5:45-7:30 with short instruction and drills built in.  Check it out.  Call Cathy Persinger for more info.
Curling in the Schools

   Many thanks go out to Leroy Rich, Dick Morris and the many volunteers who have brought hundreds of elementary and middle schools children into the club for a taste of curling.   Dick and Leroy will not be running the program this year, so we are looking for someone to pick up where they left off.   We are also hoping to expand the program into the high schools.  If you think you can help us out, contact Larry Meath
Bonspiel News and Events

The 60th USWCA National Bonspiel "Diamonds on Ice" is to be held February 13-17 at the Duluth Curling Club.  The deadline to sign up is November 30 along with a good faith entry fee of $100 per team.  Total Bonspiel Entry Fee is $300.00 per team.  Contact Debbie Sather at 474-0488 or 590-2609
 

The 26th Annual USWCA Senior Spiel, Ladies 55 and older will be held at the Chesapeake Curling Club January 10 - 13th.   A good Faith Entry Fee of $100 per team is due by November 3, 2007.  Cost per team is $280 per team.  Contact Debbie Sather at 474-0488 or 590-2609

The Whitehorse “Skookum/World Curling Tour cash spiel will be held Nov. 22-25 in Whitehorse.  The entry fee is $800/team with a guaranteed payout to 8 qualifiers:  1st $10,000 3rd & 4th $3500

2nd $6,000 5th through 8th $1,750
For more information contact Jon Solberg, WCC Business Manager at 867-667-2875 or info@whitehorsecurlingclub.ca
Website Links

Check out the links on our homepage.  USCA has a streaming video demonstration of the new “Mixed Doubles” format, including an explanation of the rules.  This looks to be an exciting new addition to curling clubs. http://www.usacurl.org/usacurl/index.php
For those of you who are curling news junkies or are seriously into blogging, check out the Curling News Blog at http://curlnews.blogspot.com/
Also, the Curling News website is filled with news of curling events around the world.  Find it at http://www.thecurlingnews.com/
News From the Ice Crew

   Please offer thanks to the following individuals for their tireless devotion to making and maintaining the ice:  Rex Nutter, Matt Taylor, Bert Mitman, Sarah Wolfe, Annie Burns, Tom Crass, Ethan Birkholz, and Bob Karlen.  Also thanks go out to the following for helping make the ice: Chaz Rudig, Gordon Moe, Mike Nutter, Larry Meath, Dick Morris, Terra Bowen, John Nussbaumer, and John Huffman.

Great job!!!
Foundation Dinner

   Mark your calendar for Nov. 3rd for the annual Foundation Dinner at the club. A social no-host hour begins at 6:00 p.m. and dinner will be served at 7:00 p.m. This is a sit down dinner with the Junior Curlers serving the tables. 

   The Foundation was incorporated in 1990. Each year the Foundation has had an annual dinner. The Foundation has grown considerably during the past year.  Come support the dinner and get an update on activities and enjoy the company of curlers and friends.

   RSVP  Ted Cox @ (w) 456-2222 or (h) 474-9611 or RSVP at the bar.

What is the “Foundation?”

   The Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation was organized in 1990 as a separate tax entity from the Fairbanks Curling Club. The Foundation is a charitable organization allowing contributions to be tax deductible to the contributor. The Foundation uses only the earnings (not the principal) to promote curling activities. The Foundation is required to follow strict guidelines by the Internal Revenue Service. The Foundation welcomes all donations, small and large. As the contributions or principal accumulates and grows, the earnings grow. Each year since 1991 the Foundation has given financial support for curling activities. In the current year of 2007, the Foundation will contribute over $33,000 to help support curling activities. 

The Foundation mission statement is:


The Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation, Inc. will promote the sport of curling and support and foster amateur sports competition for the Fairbanks area residents. 

Images Needed

If you have images that are appropriate for publication, please submit them as jpegs.  It is best if you reduce the size of them if possible so you don’t gum up the tubes of the Internet, as Ted Stevens would say.
Meet Jon Bracone

   Most of you have probably met our new bartender, Jon Bracone, a welcome addition to the club.  Jon hails originally from Bethel where he lived while his mother served as a Bush pilot in the area.  After moving around the state and graduating from Diamond High School in Anchorage, Jon served a stint in the Marines and recently moved to Fairbanks in June.  

   You should notice a few changes at the bar, and we are hoping to continue to improve things.  In that vein, we welcome your suggestions.  Please don’t hesitate to introduce yourself to Jon and let us know of changes you would like to see.  

   In the coming months we will be introducing a few things on a trial basis, including some live music events, beer and wine tastings, and even a “drink of the day,” typically an exotic concoction when thoughts wander to more tropical climes.

Open House Thanks

   The Open House  was a huge success if measured by the large turnout and abundant good will.  Road construction woes did not dampen spirits or keep curlers away.  Applause goes out to all the volunteers who helped, but especially to Terra Hitchman and her crew who spent countless hours organizing and doing mundane chores like vacuuming and mopping.  Also, huge thanks to Barry Hill, Cathy Persinger, Reid Jeglum, and Leland Rich for living at the club in the days before the doors were opened. 

   Foster Wallace and his crew cleaned up the remnants of our beautiful summer flowers that adorned the front of the building. 

   The food was wonderful as evidenced by the few scraps remaining.  Kudos to all the volunteers who “manned” the tables taking money and draw forms.

   Saturday and Sunday the ice was open to new curlers for the Curling Experience.  Dimi Chagnon did a great job of organizing on ice instruction for both days.  Dick Morris had a crew at the Winter Show in the Carlson Center sending prospective curlers to the club.  Gordon Moe baked his internationally famous breakfast treats for the Experience.  

   I know I am leaving out many names; suffice it to say this club relies on the membership, and though many of these jobs receive little recognition, they do not go unnoticed.  Great job!
Snow Clearing

   The club has relied upon volunteers to clear snow during the season in past years.  Our regulars are going to be unavailable this year, so we are looking for someone with a plow who can help us out by plowing the parking lot as needed.  If you think you can help, please contact Leland Rich or Larry Meath.

And Speaking of Parking

   Second Avenue is finally open again, and your indulgence has been wonderful.  The lights on the street are up and those in the east parking lot will be turned on soon.  

   Please continue to park parallel to the building as we have been doing this year.  Parking out front is problematic.  We need to maintain a fire lane, so curlers are encouraged to park on the east side of the building and not in front.  Next year when the front is paved, we will probably have a sidewalk and limited parking in front of the building.
Dues and Courtesies

Curling fees are due at the beginning of the year.  Please take care of your fees including ice and locker fees.  It is good to remember that this is the cheapest entertainment in town, all things considered, and it barely pays for the fuel and lights.  We will post lists of outstanding fees in November if they are not paid by then.  If you have a question about this, contact Larry Meath.

   And as a common courtesy, please observe the new “courtesy” lines for standing between the hog lines.  Also, be on time so your games begin as scheduled.

Free Memberships

Marie Mitchell and Lynda Sather were the recipients of free memberships from the Open House raffle drawings.  Congratulations, ladies!


Support our sponsors for their continued support of the oldest sport in Fairbanks

Scoreboards: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Gene’s Chrysler ( Jackovich Industrial & Construction Supply, Inc. ( Wedbush Morgan Securities Inc. ( Dollar Rent a Car ( Walsh, Kelliher, & Sharp, APC

Sign in Ice: Kenneth A. Murray Insurance ( Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc. ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( Fairbanks Curling Club Foundation ( Santa’s Stitches & Custom Embroidery ( Fairbanks Curling Lions ( Fairbanks Fuel ( Mt. McKinley Bank ( Pacific Rim Geological Consulting ( Allstate Insurance-Terri Wolters ( Yukon Title Company, Inc.

Wall Sign: Advanced Medical Centers of Alaska ( Professional Pharmacy & Prescription Center ( 

Arctic Fire & Safety ( Aurora Energy ( Curling Lions ( Conoco Phillips Alaska, Inc. ( Fairbanks Memorial Hospital/Denali Center ( ECS Computer ( El Sombrero ( Equinox Physical Therapy ( Fairbanks Title Agency, Inc. ( Grasle & Associates ( Interior Mini Storage ( Design Alaska, Inc. ( Wallace, Wallace & Wakefield ( Sourdough Express ( Stutzman Engineering ( Auto Service Company/Subaru ( Denali State Bank (
Northern Alaska Medical & Surgical Associates, Inc. - Danny Robinette, MD ( North Pole Veterinary Hospital  ( Twigs Alaska Gifts
For advertising information, contact Tom Bundtzen at bundtzen@mosquitonet.com or 455-6269 

Visit our website:www. curlfairbanks.org
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Fairbanks Curling Club Board of Directors	452-2875  	� HYPERLINK "http://www.curlfairbanks.org" ��www.curlfairbanks.org�


Board of Directors


Officers:


President  Larry Meath (term 2009) Bear Facts 457-2306				� HYPERLINK "mailto:lmeath@alaska.net" ��lmeath@alaska.net�





Vice – President: Leland Rich (term 2009) Instruction, Calendar, trophy room/rentals, store/curling supplies


452-5403									� HYPERLINK "mailto:leland@ecsalaska.com" ��leland@ecsalaska.com� 





Secretary: John Nussbaumer (term 2010) Membership				� HYPERLINK "mailto:john@twigsgifts.com" ��john@twigsgifts.com�





Directors and Committee Liaisons:


Althea St. Martin (term 2010) By-laws, nominations, social				� HYPERLINK "mailto:althear@gci.net" ��althear@gci.net�





Stu Burke (term 2008) Historian, Ice, instruction  479-7928				� HYPERLINK "mailto:stuthatswho@hotmail.com" ��stuthatswho@hotmail.com�





Terra Hitchman (term 2008) junior/youth curling, Draw, membership 388-0540 		� HYPERLINK "mailto:terrabowen@gmail.com" ��terrabowen@gmail.com�





Doug Lammers (term 2008) out of town spiels, publicity, gaming, maintenance 457-2490 � HYPERLINK "mailto:Doug.Lammers@chugach-ak.com" ��Doug.Lammers@chugach-ak.com�





Tom Bundtzen (term 2009) International Bonspiel, budget/finance, donations  		� HYPERLINK "mailto:bundtzen@mosquitonet.com" ��bundtzen@mosquitonet.com�





Donna Laiti (term 2010) Caretaker, Gaming						� HYPERLINK "mailto:laitidg@alyeska-pipeline.com" ��laitidg@alyeska-pipeline.com�





Treasurers: Terria Rohlof								� HYPERLINK "mailto:trohloff@co.fairbanks.ak.us" ��trohloff@co.fairbanks.ak.us�





Reid Jeglum  456-1119  								� HYPERLINK "mailto:reid@jeglum.com" ��reid@jeglum.com�








Remember:  Curling supplies and equipment can be ordered and bought at the bar.  











5

