BEAR FACTS


September 2002
Fairbanks Curling Club * Established in 1905 * Oldest organized sport in town

In this issue…..

· Open House Friday-Sunday, Sept 27-29

· Curling Instruction Saturday, Oct 5

· Three New Leagues

· Ice anticipated 4TH week of Sept

· Membership Dinner/Meeting Tues, Sept 24

· Policy on Minors Upstairs

· Fall Draw Begins Thursday, Oct 10

· Subaru Update

· Successful Junior Garage Sale/BBQ

· Draw Descriptions

· Draw Sign-Up Form

· Fee Registration Form

· And More News You Can Use

Curling Instruction

Informal Curling Help Sessions are scheduled for the first week of October on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday evenings between 6:30 pm to 9:00 pm.  Larry Crouder, Dale Springer, Dick Morris and other volunteers will be on hand.  A sign up sheet for these sessions will be at the draw table during Open House. No charge.

A one-day curling clinic is scheduled for Saturday October 5, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Bill Gryder and Leland Rich will provide instruction on the “no back swing” delivery, sweeping and basic strategy.  The cost of the class is $20.00 for adults and $15.00 for juniors.  Lunch and curling equipment will be provided.  A sign up sheet will be at the draw table during Open House. For more information, contact Margaret Rich at 452-5403.(
Three New Leagues

Check out League Descriptions.

1. Tuesday afternoon curling.

2. Tuesday early short Youth / Adult curling

3. Friday early instructional curling. (
Open House

Friday, Sept 27, 5:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Saturday, Sept 28, noon – 6:00 pm 

Sunday, Sept 29, 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm

It’s time for Open House!  This year’s ambitious Open House will last three days which coincides with the Carlson’s Winter Show. We need to staff a table there as well as schedule volunteers on site at the club.  Members are encouraged to help with welcoming and providing curling information, as ice trainers, manning the draw and fee tables, and general promotion.

Invite your friends, family and co-workers to come to the curling club to try curling and sign up for a league or instruction.  This is the time to pay membership dues, rent a locker, sign up for curling, sign up for instruction, find your broom and slider or purchase new equipment, throw some rocks and enjoy seeing curling friends again.  Club members are encouraged to bring snacks for the Friday Open House potluck.

Other activities planned during the Open House are:

Friday - Youth Bonfire and Fire safety demonstration.  A gathering of youthful energy in the parking lot.

Saturday - Media invitational games, Little Rocker Games.  Members should invite media and kids to take to the ice.

Sunday - Military and Public Safety Appreciation day.  Members should invite a guest for the military & or public safety.

To volunteer to help with the Open House, call Open House Chairman Susan Carothers at 479-8156. (
    Visit our website:  www.curlfairbanks.org
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Fall Membership Meeting

Tuesday, September 24, 5:30PM

· Short clean up party.

· Dinner for $5.00

· Short membership meeting about the curling season.

· Your issues and concerns.

· Put a team together.

· Figure out what night(s) to curl.

· Throw some rocks.

For more information, call Peter Lundquist at 456-4595.  (
Subaru Curling Classic

The 2002 Auto Service Company Subaru Curling Classic will be November 7-10.  The team entry fee is $560.  The entry deadline is 9:00 pm November 1st.   Five Games are guaranteed with 24 teams.  The total prize money this year is $18,000.

This is the tenth year the spiel has been on the World Curling Tour.  Pat Ryan, the current British Columbia men’s champion, has already entered.  Pat is a three-time Canadian and two-times World Champion.  The current US Junior Men’s Champions will be here and we have had inquiries from the 2002 US Men’s Olympic Team and the 2002 Senior Men’s World Champions.  Plan on participating in the Subaru as a player or spectator and see some of the best curling in the US. 

Contact Ken Persinger of Bill Gryder for more information.  Web site: http://www.ptialaska.net/~gryder/SubaruCC/.  (
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Minors Upstairs:  Alaska Law Rules 
Parent or guardian must accompany all minors upstairs.

At the annual membership meeting last March 2002 the membership voted to relax the club policy to follow the State law.  If you are wondering what kind of behavior is acceptable, just think about what the Sombrero or Princess or Pikes would expect.  Minors and adults do not run around, yell, or disrupt conversation at the next table.  Common courtesy goes a long way.  It is mandatory we follow the Alaska Law, or we jeopardize our liquor license. (
Board Liaisons

The current Board liaisons for the standing committees of the Club are listed below.  Please call the liaisons if you are interested in helping with their committees.

Trophy Room/Rentals: Willi Lundquist

Draw:  Dale Springer

Historian:  Pat Fox

Ice:  Pat Fox

Instruction:  Larry Crouder

International Bonspiel:  Dale Springer

Junior Curling:  Larry Crouder

Membership:  Peter Lundquist

Nominations:  Fox, Morris, Rich

Out of Town Spiels:  Dale Springer

Publicity:  Willi Lundquist

Social:  Dale Springer

Gaming:  Larry Crouder

Donation:  Larry Crouder

Bear Facts:  Margaret Rich

Store/Curling Supplies:  Don Callahan

Celebration 2005:  Pat Fox

Calendar:  Margaret Rich

More Curling Activity in September

September 16th and 17th.  Additional Train-the-Trainer on ice and classroom discussion of how to help our new curlers learn the game.  6pm-8pm.  Dinner provided.  No charge.  For more information contact Cathy Persinger at 479-2095.
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Ice vs Humidity

The ice crew has put in a lot of hours and worked hard. Right now the challenge is sheet six and humidity.  Due to Mother Nature curling ice is anticipated to be ready the week of the Open House.  (
Curling Courtesy Tip:  Be on time for your games.  If you are unable to attend, notify your skip as far in advance as possible so a substitute can be lined up. (
Draw Committee Message:

It is the intention of the draw committee to make this curling season enjoyable! To that end, we will try to get schedules out as soon as possible, and change them as little as possible. However, we need help from the curlers. Sign up as early as you can. Be clear on the draw card if you are signing up as an individual or part of a team, what day or days you are signing up for and which league each night. Do not rely on the draw committee to know anything beyond what year it is! Those people who will be helping have additional responsibilities once the season starts. Skips are responsible to make sure their team members know when they play. Team members should inform their skip ahead of time if they will not be able to make a game. The skip can then find a substitute for the night. 

Skipping is a privilege, generally earned through ability and experience. We all want the season to be fun! Good Luck and good curling. (
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Team Duties:

Skips: Call your teammates, especially the new curlers, to confirm the time of the first game.

Skips: Make sure all the players on your team have paid their dues and ice fees.  Consult the draw manager if you have a question.

3rds:  Help your skip with the above duty.
3rds: It is your task to record the win/loss after each game.

2nds: Make sure the 3rd has performed the above.

Lead-returning curler: be ready to take over for the skip, 3rd and 2nd when they forget their duties.

Lead-new curler: Your duty is to ask any and all questions, learn as much as you want about your club and the sport of curling. 

All players: Have fun and good curling. (
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In Memory

Our condolences to Terri Berrie, our loyal bartender and friend.  Her husband Mark Berrie, 46 years old passed away July 18.  Our thoughts and prayers are with Terri and her family. ( 

100’s of Rookie Curlers?  How would the club handle it?

It could happen this fall with:

a) post-Olympic hype 

b) FCC is home to current National Champion Junior Boys

c) A very ambitious 3-day open house

Membership Committee Thoughts:

The Membership/Marketing/Promotions committee expects to provide programs, materials, activities and guidelines for you-the club members to act as our sale-force and hosts.

There are numerous ways to help:

Open House – everyone needs to help some.  Please plan to volunteer 2-4 hours during the weekend of Sept 27-29th.  Get on the schedule via website or call Susan Carothers 479-8156.

Trainers – We’ve put some off-season emphasis on “Train-the-Trainer.”  These people will become familiar with tools provided by the club and will be called upon to rotate into various orientations for individuals and groups.  We have now 15 trainers, hoping to increase that to 30 before Open House.  You need not be an expert curler to assist someone who knows nothing about the game or our club.  There are great rewards in helping newbies and inevitably, this will improve your own game skills.

Instruction – Do it if you can.  Encourage others to take the class Oct 5th.

Ownership & Growth – We want to focus on each club member, club ownership, and growth, both on-ice and off-ice.  You can help here, by simply greeting people and sharing your knowledge.

FCC expects this season to experience some growing pains.  We’ll never survive it without your help.  Let’s not be overwhelmed by 100’s of people anxious to learn more about curling and the Fairbanks Curling Club.

Again, we want to emphasize that there is no magic group that accomplishes curling outreach, invitations, and trainings and performs as hosts……….it’s up to YOU!

This will be a fun season.  See you on the Ice The Membership Committee ( 

Juniors Worked Hard on Garage Sale

The Juniors and parents worked hard on the garage sale held at the club on Saturday and Sunday, August 17 and 18.  They would like to thank all who donated “treasures” and all who purchased “treasures”.  On Sunday, the Juniors ended the day with a barbeque.  The Juniors are planning a spaghetti dinner and raffle on November 8th.

And Did You Know…

This past April the Belgian National Television filmed our Juniors.   Leo Johnson, Colin Hufman, Martin Sather, Chris Benshoof, Steven Birklid, Kim Gryder, Kayla Benshoof, and Danielle Hufman, with coaches Denny Thies and Bill Gryder helping, spent 4 hours on the ice at our club while a Belgium TV crew filmed them curling.  The Belgium crew was working on a TV travel show “Salmon for Corleone II” that crisscrosses Northern America from Alaska to Miami.  The emphasis of the program will be on children, culture, and on salmon.  “Salmon for Corleone” is a travel program that wants to approach the North American culture from a human point of view: with surprise, emotion and humor. The TV program should be released this winter and the crew said they would send the club a copy.  (
FALL 2002 DRAW DESCRIPTIONS

MONDAY AND TUESDAY
FUN LEAGUES Monday 7 pm and Tuesday 8 pm

Sign up as individuals or as a team for these leagues. Instruction is a key part of these draws, with an emphasis on helping new curlers improve and just have FUN! These are good nights for returning curlers to experience new positions and share talents with beginning curlers. Since we want to make this a good experience for any new curlers, we (the Draw Committee) suggest not overloading the team with inexperience. We recommend two experienced curlers with one or more years of experience.  The Draw committee will form teams with balance in mind. 

Monday Night Manager - TBA

Tuesday Night Manager – Tom Mackin
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TUESDAY DAYTIME CURLING
TUESDAY AFTERNOONS 1:30 pm

Any interested curlers.  Sign up as individuals and indicate your preferred position.  Teams will be drawn up from the participants.  Minimum 6 teams.

Contact Pat Fox for questions or suggestions:  457-2583 or foxes@alaska.net.

TUESDAY YOUTH / ADULT CURLING

Youth/Adult league 6:00 – 8:00 pm

Oct 15-Nov 12th
Nov 19-Jan 7
The goal of this league is for families to have early, sometimes shorted games, so that the kids get home at a decent hour during the school week.  We hope this will attract pre-teens and noncompetitive Juniors.  Signup as individuals or pairs.  No stacked teams allowed.  Players must be club members.

League Manager: Cathy Persinger 479-2095
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WEDNESDAY
DINNER LEAGUE - 5:45 pm

This is an evening of SOCIAL curling. Sign up early as a team, couple, or individuals as this night is in very high demand! Only 13 teams will be accepted. Each week, one team will receive a bye and this team will prepare dinner for the others. Dinner is served after all teams are done curling, usually around 8 - 8:30 pm.

FEE - $40.00 per curler to cover the cost of all the meals.

Night Manager – Lenny Johnson

THURSDAY

PICKED LEAGUE/COMPETITIVE LEAGUE

Two leagues share the ice on Thursday, alternating times, one at 6:30 pm and the 2nd at 8:30 pm.  Sign up as teams only. Competitive league is intended for teams that expect stiffer competition or are preparing for the nationals or competitive cash spiels. The picked league is more social and intended to provide an opportunity to play with fellow members. Both of these leagues have no restriction on the make-up of the teams. 

Picked league FEE - $50.00 per team - returned as prize money!

Competitive League FEE - $100 per team - returned as prize money!

Night Manager – Dale Springer
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FRIDAY MINI LEAGUE

Six-End Mini League – 5:15 to 6:45 pm

Mini League I: Oct 4 – Nov 15 (six weeks)

Mini League II: Nov 22 – Jan 10 (six weeks)
Sign up as an individual only.  Draw committee will match experienced curlers with newer curlers.  This is an opportunity to improve your curling skills and curl with new people.  Sign up for one or all mini draws.  First night will be devoted to instruction and following nights will be reserved for fast paced 6 end games.

Mini draw curlers must have dues and ice fees paid.

Night Manager: Margaret Rich 452-5403

FRIDAY LEAGUE - 7 pm

Sign up as teams or as an individual and we will place you on a team.  There is no restriction on the make-up of the teams other than team players must be members of the club.

Night Manager - TBA
Draw Chairman: Ethan Birkholz  479-5996  or  EBIRKHOLZ@GCI.NET
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Club Broom Usage

In the interest of clean ice, the club curling brooms will be limited to new curlers (1st year), Open House, curling instruction classes, Rookie Spiel, Little Rockers, and Special Events.  Brooms, sliders, and gloves are available for sale at the bar.  Brochures will be available for curlers who desire to purchase curling shoes and other curling accessories.  

Curling Calendar
September

9   Ice anticipated

10   Board of Directors meeting

16 & 17   Train-the-Trainer

20   Kids Curling Camp/fundraiser

24   Fall Membership BBQ/meeting

27   Open House

28   Open House

29   Open House

October

1   Curling Help Session

2   Curling Help Session 

3   Curling Help Session

4   Friday Mini League begins

5   Curling Instruction

8   Board of Directors meeting

10   All leagues begin

November

7-10   Subaru Curling Classic Cash Spiel

8   Junior Spaghetti feed/raffle
Moving ?

If your address needs changing, if you are receiving duplicate newsletters, or if you no longer want to receive the newsletter, please contact Karen Karlen at KarenKarlen@usa.net or drop a line to the Fairbanks Curling Club, 1962 Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701. (
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Newsletter Deadline

The deadline for submitting articles to the Bear Facts is the second Friday of the month.  Please email the information to Margaret at margaret@ecsalaska.net or call 452-5403.  Margaret helps gather information and Naomi makes it presentable. (
Check out the new oak brochure rack on the left wall as you enter the downstairs.  Also there is a new bulletin board, or “war board” that will have more club information that may be of interest to you. (
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