Fairbanks Curling Club

General Membership Meeting

Board of Directors

Minutes – March 28, 2006

7:00 PM

Prior to the meeting, the board voted that Doug Lammers take the place of Bill Robertson, who resigned due to other commitments.  All approved.

Call to Order: 7:16 pm Leland called the meeting to order.

Roll Call: Stu Burke, Larry Ehnert, Barry Hill, Reid Jeglum, Janice Noll, Leland Rich, Margaret Rich, Jennifer Towler, Becky Lessley.

We had a quorum of members from the club.

Treasurer’s Report (Margaret Rich):


Margaret told the general membership that the club is in good shape financially.  We had $240,000 at the end of February.  

The highest expenses for the club are fuel, insurance, electricity, and property taxes.

The greatest sources of income are what we received from the pull-tabs, the selling of the rock handles this past year, donations from the Foundation, and the cash raffle.

Standing Committees:

Budget/ Finance (Robertson):  This chair overseas the finances and the treasurer for the club.

Building/ Maintenance (Burke):


Stu reported that we had a new roof membrane installed this past fall.  Hopefully, we will have no more leaks for many years to come.


We have benefited from people who are required to do public service in the community.  They have made many repairs in our building.  One of the most noticeable is the new ceiling in the back part of the club and the entryway railing and wainscoting.


We had an electrical failure this past winter.  A quick repair was made.  A more substantial repair will be made when it warms up.  The new power lines will not be buried, but will be strung from the main pole to 2 parts of the building.

By Laws, Rules, Policies (Noll):


This summer, we will look at the written document of our By Laws and see if they need to be updated.  Pat Fox mentioned that amendments were done and she will look for the more current copy of the By Laws.  Volunteers are needed for this task.

Caretaker (House Keeping) (Towler):


Denise Lundquist is now the purchaser for paper products. 


Gordon Moe is now the purchaser for food items.

Trophy Room/ Rentals (Ehnert):


Meagan Fox has been hired to run the bar needs.  Meagan reminded us that we should drink responsibly for the good of the club and its employees.  

If rentals are needed, contact Meagan.

Draw (Jeglum):


There will be no official Finger Food Friday next fall.  The teams may organize something, so food is available for the social evening of curling.


Having earlier draws is a possibility.  There might be 2 draws on Friday night.


It was suggested that we might look into having expresso coffee served, with snacks in the kitchen.  Another member suggested was install a vending machine that has sandwiches.  Some wanted meals to be served, as was once done several years ago, to encourage more time to socialize.

Ice (Ehnert):


We have very dedicated icemakers.  We thank Roger Moore and Denis Fox for organizing this vital service to the club.

Instruction (Burke):


We had the Curling Experience.  It was a great success with over 103 people attending.  Thanks to all who volunteered.  Another event, such as this, will be planned for the fall, prior to Open House.  We hope to sign up many new curlers for the 2006-2007 season.  We may have to figure out how to provide curling for many new curlers.  We may have to open up Saturdays to curling or have 2 draws on several evenings.  This could be a “good problem,” stated Leland.

International Bonspiel (Lessley):


Board members are chairs.  Many volunteers are needed.  Some discussion took place concerning the change of date to accommodate Whitehorse’s spiel and that of Anchorage.  We are not sure we should make similar accommodations again next year.

Junior/ Youth Curling (Hill):


Debbie Sather is organizing a garage sale.  Look for info in Bear Facts.



It is hoped that the Junior and Little Rocker programs grow due to the advertisements we have had all year.

Membership (Hill):


Barry spoke of the ROTC groups that have tried out curling and some may join our membership.


Cindy Lucksted and Margaret Rich have put together the database for the members.

Out of Town Spiels (Jeglum):


Reid and Ethan Birkholz keep the web site current with out of town spiels.  They are also posted on the boards, downstairs at the club.


The next upcoming spiel is the Pacific Rim, to which our club is sending 2 men’s teams and 1 women’s team.

Publicity (Robertson): This chair submits info to the press and TV, as well as the national publication.

Social (Noll):


The club has had a busy year.  There is the possibility that we will have a social this summer, providing time for members to get together.

Gaming (Lessley):


Jerry Richards does a lot of book keeping for the club.


We had a successful cash raffle, thanks to Debbie Sather.


The Pull-Tabs are very beneficial to our club.

Donations/ Sponsorships (Towler):


We have signs up on the ice to publicize our sponsors, as well as Bear Facts.  All club members are encouraged to use the services of our sponsors.  Jennifer plans to recruit more sponsors for the club.


Jennifer planned and invited all sponsors to attend our cash raffle dinner, as a time to thank them for their generosity to the club.

Bear Facts (Noll):


Janice thanked all who contribute to the club’s newsletter.  A special thanks went to Margaret Rich and Cathy Persinger for taking the time to write articles for the publication.  Also, many club members have helped with the folding and affixing of the labels, to prepare the newsletter for mailing.  Special thanks goes to Denise Lundquist, Connie Moore, Cindy Lucksted, and Barbara Wyman.


Anyone can submit articles for Bear Facts.  Send articles ready for publication to Janice, who will edit items, which are included in the newsletter.

Store/ Curling Supplies (Ehnert): This chair checks stock and keeps items current to benefit members.

Centennial Celebration 2005 Towler:


The club’s 100 Year celebrations brought attention to the club, while making some money, and affording us a successful, fun-filled year.

Calendar (Jeglum):


Our website is current.  

Some members asked for a larger font.


Send events and items to Reid or Ethan to be included on the site.

Old Business
A brief report was given that the realignment of the road in front of the Curling Club is still in the plans.  The side parking lot will become the main parking space for the club and new lights are planned to light up that lot.

New Business


Our gratitude goes to the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner for their excellent coverage of the Mixed Nationals, which was hosted by our club.

Bill Gryder is the president for the Alaska State Curling Association.  He made a brief report that they organize various events in the state and the play downs.  They also give financial help when needed.  

From our club, the elected members are Matt Taylor and Lisa Stevenson (who was moderating the junior’s program).  Both are coming to the end of their terms.  Bill was asking if anyone was interested in running for positions to serve curling in the state.  Pam Thomson is the treasurer.  Members are elected from the Anchorage, Fairbanks, and Barrow Curling Clubs.

We held the election of new board members for the Fairbanks Curling Club.


Those leaving office are Larry Ehnert, Leland Rich, and Becky Lessley.


A special thanks goes to these three for their service to the club.


Running for the board are:



Dave Boyd



Tom Bundtzen



Larry Meath



Leland Rich 

(Leland is eligible, since he took over another position late in that person’s term)


After the voting, Reid and Janice went to the office to count the votes.  All had a respectable number of votes.  We were very grateful for these men agreeing to serve our club.  David Boyd was not elected at this time, but said he would run again.

We congratulate and thank Tom, Larry, and Leland for being willing to serve for the next 3 years.

Adjournment:  Althea St. Martin, called for adjournment at 8:25 pm.  Meagan Fox seconded the motion and all were in favor.

Respectfully submitted,

Janice Noll

